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The Shepherd's Gift 


By Opal Leonore Gibbs 


HE shepherds must have pondered 
what to bring 
As gift for honoring the small new King; 
Though knowing not the Christmas of 
our land 
One meeis no royalty with empty hand. 


As God’s poor men they had no gems or 
gold, 

No silken cloth around His flesh to fold, 

Instead they offered Him a worship 
pure, 

Unostentatious, born of faith, and sure. 


I wonder if upon this cluttered day, 
When custom chains a simple Christmas 


way, 

He is now whispering, “Come awhile 
apart 

And grant Me sincere worship from the 
heart.”. 


we 
Why the Incarnation? 


Do we realize all that it meant for 
Christ to become man and dwell among 
us? The subject was fully dealt with 
in his “History of Redemption,” by 
Jonathan Edwards (1703-1758), the 
famous minister of Northampton and 
Stockbridge, Mass., and for a short time 
president of Princeton. In the section 


on “Period II—From Christ’s Incarna- 


tion to His Resurrection,” he wrote: 
“Though many things had been done in 
the work of redemption, though mil- 
lions of sacrifices had been offered; yet 
nothing was done to purchase redemp- 
tion before Christ’s incarnation. No 
part of the purchase was made, no 
part of the price was offered till now. 
But as soon as Christ was incarnate, 
the purchase began. And the whole 
time of Christ’s humiliation, till the 
morning that He rose from the dead, 
was taken up in this purchase. Then 
the purchase was entirely and com- 
pletely finished. As nothing was done 
before Christ’s incarnation, so nothing 
was done after His resurrection, to pur- 
chase redemption for men. Nor will there 
ever be anything more done to all] eter- 
nity. That very moment when the hu- 
man nature of.Christ ceased to remain 
under the power of death, the utmost 
farthing was paid of the price of salva- 
tion for every one of the redeemed. 

. Christ became incarnate, or, which 
is the same thing, became man, to put 
Himself in a capacity for working out 
our redemption. For though Christ, as 
God, was infinitely sufficient for the 
work, yet to His being in an immediate 
capacity for it, it was needful that He 
should not only be God, but man.... 
It was neéessary that He should become 
a man, upon three accounts, (1) It 


was needful in order to answer the law, 
that the very nature to which the law 
was given should obey it. . . (2) It 
was needful to answer the law, that the 
nature that sinned should die. ... (3) 
God saw meet that the same world 
which was the stage of man’s fall and 
ruin, should also be the stage of his re- 
demption. We read often of Christ’s 
coming into the world to save sinners, 
and of God’s sending Him into this 
world for this purpose. It was needful 
that He should come into this sinful, 
miserable, undone world, to restore and 
save it. For man’s recovery it was 
needful that He should come down to 
man, to man’s proper habitation, that 
He should tabernacle with us. ‘The 
Word was made flesh, and dwelt among 
us’ (John 1:14). . . . Christ’s incarna- 
tion was a greater and more wonderful 
thing than ever had yet come to pass. 
The creation of the world was a very 
great thing, but not so great as the in- 
carnation of Christ. It-was a great thing 
for God to make the creature, but not 
so great as for the Creator Himself to 
become a creature. We have spoken of 
many great things that were accom- 
plished between the fall of man and the 
incarnation of Christ; but God’s becom- 
ing man was greater than all. Then the 
greatest person was born that ever was 
or ever will be.” 


I. The Ladder From Heaven 


By Martin A. Hopkins, D.D. 


“And, behold, a ladder set up on 
the earth, and the top of it 
reached to heaven: and, behold, the 
angels of Ged ascending and descending 
on it. And, behold, Jehovah stood 


A MAN named Jacob had a dream: 








Comfort for Dark Days 





“But when the fulness of the 
time was come, God sent forth 
his Son, made of a woman, made 
under the law, to redeem them 
that were under the law, that we 
might receive the adoption of 
sons” (Gal. 4:4, 5). 




















above it” (Gen. 28:12, 13, A.S.V.). This 
was no ordinary dream, but one in- 
spired by the Spirit of God, and in 
which the eternal God revealed Himself 
to Jacob. The ladder with the angels 
ascending and descending on it sym- 
bolized communion between God and 
man, intercourse between Heaven and 
earth. For one end of the ladder rested 
on the earth, and the top reached to 
Heaven. At the bottom was the man 
Jacob; at the top was the Lord God 
Himself. Between the two were the 
ascending and descending angels, carry- 
ing up man’s desires to God and bring- 
ing down God’s blessings to man. The 
ascending is put first because while 
Jacob was unaware of their presence 
the angels of God had already descended 








972 (4) 


and were by his side. For he said, 
“Surely Jehovah is in this place; and 
I knew it not.” Before he was aware 
of it the angels were there, and when 
he beheld them they were first ascend- 
ing, and then descending. What a com- 
fort to know that even when we are 
not aware of His presence, God is with 
us! 

. Jacob’s dream was not only an in- 
spired dream, but it was prophetic of 
the far distant future. For, some eight- 
een hundred years later, the Lord Jesus 
said:' “Verily, verily, I say unto you, 
ye shall see the heaven opened, and the 
angels of God ascending and descending 
upon the Son of man” (John 1:51, 
A.S.V.). From the order of the words, 
“ascending and descending,” it is very 
evident that the Lord Jesus was referring 
to Jacob’s dream and the ladder that he 
saw. The ladder that Jacob dreamed 
of, and all that it symbolized of com- 
munion with God, was fully realized 
in the Lord Jesus Christ. Jesus Him- 
self is the ladder set up on the earth, 
the top of which reaches to Heaven, 
and on Him the angels of God are as- 
cending*and descending. He is the sole 
and perfect medium of communication 
between God and man. “For there is 
one God, and one mediator between 
God and: men, the man Christ Jesus” 

‘ Tim, 2:5). 

Now ladders are built to reach heights 
that could not bewreached without them. 
They are sometimes disappointing when 
they are set up and it is found that 
they do not reach far enough. Or they 
may be worse than disappointing if they 
break down under the load put upon 
them. A ladder that is not long enough 
or that is not strong enough, or that has 
broken rungs, is worse than useless. 
Such are all man’s efforts to reach God 
—all man-made religions. Men have 
set up ladders on the earth, but the 
tops of them do not reach Heaven. They 
are not long enough. They are not 
strong enough. They have many broken 
rungs in them. 

But God has let down a ladder from 
Heaven. It is long enough to reach all 
the way down to earth, to the lowest 
depths of sin and misery into which men 
have sunk. It is strong enough to bear 
all the weight that men can put upon 
it. It will never break down. There 
are no broken rungs in this ladder. A 
ladder is a simple, homely affair, but 
it is absolutely indispensable if one 
wants to climb out of a hole. 

In the carpenter shop at Nazareth 
there were doubtless ladders. Jesus 
Himself had used them, and probably 
had made them. He knew what they 
were for; and it is significant that the 
Son of God and Saviour of men likened 
Himself to a ladder: “Verily, verily, I 
say unto you, ye shall see the heaven 
opened, and the angels of God ascend- 
ing and descending upon the Son of 
man.” 
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The Prophet Isaiah prophesied, “Unto 
us a child is born, unto us a son is 
given” (Isa. 9:6). The angels announced 
to the shepherds: “here is born to 
you this day in the city of David a 
Saviour, who is Christ the Lord” (Luke 
2:11, A.S.V.). Unto us a child was born 
in His humanity, and unto us a Son 
was given in His deity. The ladder that 
Jacob saw has truly been set up on the 
earth in the person of the Son of man, 
resting on the earth in His humanity, 
and reaching to Heaven in His deity. 
“And: no one hath ascended into heaven, 
but he that descended out of heaven, 
even the Son of man, who is in heaven” 
(John 3:13, A.S.V.). He is the only 
ladder without broken’rungs, and which, 
unlike all human ladders, does not come 
short of Heaven’s gate, or break down 
undér the weight imposed upon it. “No 
one knoweth the Son, save the Father; 
neither doth any know the Father, save 
the Son, and he to whomsoever the Son 
willeth to reveal him” (Matt. 11:27, 
A.S.V.). “I am the way, and the truth, 
and the life: no one cometh unto the 
Father, but by me” (John 14:6, A.S.V.). 

The great German commentator De- 
litzsch has the following illuminating 
comment: “The Old Testament in relation 
to the New Testament is night. In this 
night there rise in opposite directions two 
stars of promise. The one describes its 
path from above downwards; it is Je- 
hovah who is about to come. The other 
describes its path from below upwards; 
it is the hope which rests on the seed 
of David, the prophecy of the Son of 
David, uttered at first in tones wholly 
human, and only earthly. These two 
stars meet at last. They mingle so as 
to form but one. The night vanishes, 
and it is day. This one star is Jesus 
Christ, Jehovah and David’s Son in one 
Person, the King of Israel and at the 
same time the Redeemer of’ the world; 
in a word, the God-man; blessed be He!” 

To return to the figure of the ladder, 
our ladder is composed of two parts, the 
human nature and the divine nature of 
Christ, “who was born of the seed of 
David according to the flesh, who was 
declared to be the Son of God with 
power, according to the spirit of holi- 
ness, by the resurrection from the dead” 
(Rom. 1:3, 4, A.S.V.). “The only Redeemer 
of God’s elect is the Lord Jesus Christ, 
who being the eternal Son of God, be- 
came man, and so was and continueth 
to be, God and man in two distinct 
natures and one person forever.” There 
are many strong and unbreakable rungs 





The series of articles, “Seventh- 
Day Adventism Examined,” by 
Dr. J. B. Rowell, begun in last 
week’s SunpAy ScHoot Times, has 
been omitted for lack of space in 
this special number, but will be 
resumed in next week’s issue, 











December 8, 1956 


in our wonderful Ladder, some of which 
are as follows: 
Runc I: THE VIRGIN BIRTH - 


It was by means of the virgin birth 
that this Ladder came down to earth. 
“The Son of God became man by taking 


(Continued on page 990) 








Notes on Open Letters 


Masonry’'s False Hope 


I have been interested in the articles 
in the Times that appear now and 
then concerning Masonry, and agree 
with them. Recently I had occasion 
to wait in an office and found for 
reading material a Masonic paper and 
copied the following from it: 

“A Comforting Thought.—Sir Win- 
ston Churchill once said of the United 
Nations, ‘It may not keep the peace, 
but it may keep you out of war.’ 
Masonry and Shrinedom may not get 
you to Heaven, but they may keep 
you out of hell. In Revelation 21:1-12 
we gain a picture of Immortality as 
having a wall, high and mighty, but 
with 12 gates. 

“Is it not reasonable to believe that 
if we practice at least a reasonable 
number of the great lessons of Friend- 
ship, Morality, Brotherly Love, Toler- 
ance, and Charity, that over one of 
the twelve gates to immortality, we 
will find the welcome sign for you and 
me? 

“A deceased friend of mine, a Past 
Potentate of my Temple, was not 
regular in attendance at church, nor 
was he a highly religious man. How- 
ever, he evidenced so many of the 
splendid characteristics associated 
with the tenets of Masonry and 
Shrinedom, that I am certain that he 
was permitted to enter one of those 
gates. Can your and my friends say 
the same of us? 

. Imperial Potentate.” 

I felt you would like to see this 
article, for in it there is no mention 
of Biblical salvation that is to be had 
solely in Jesus Christ and His precious 
blood.—_A Pennsylvania pastor. 


These thoughts doubtless represent 
the views of most Masons, since they 
were written by an “Imperial Poten- 
tate.” As the pastor says, the little 
¢@iticle made no reference to the Scrip- 
tural way of salvation. When Thomas 
asked the way, “Jesus saith unto him, 
I am the way, the truth, and the life; 
no man cometh unto the Father, but by 
me” (John 14:6). But the above 
thoughts on how to get to Heaven are 
not peculiar to Masonry, for they are 
very widespread among people in gen- 
eral and professing church members 
who either do not understand or will 
not accept God’s way of salvation. These 
ideas may be a by-product of a knowl- 
edge of the Bible which has come down 
through two or three generations. But 
the virtues named cannot be the root, 
and should be the fruit of regeneration. 
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Some Important Lessons Found in the Christmas Message 


Which we should take to heart 
and pass on to others 


HE Christmas message is a mes- 

sage of humility. This is set forth 

in Philippians 2:5-8. It is the mas- 
ter passage in the Bible on humility, 
and this humility is shown in the Incar- 
nation of the Son of God. That the 
Incarnation sets forth the humble- 
mindedness of the Lord Jesus, the 
writer of that passage shows by intro- 
ducing it with, “Let this mind be in 
you, which was also in Christ Jesus.” 
He then tells how high Jesus was and 
how low He became. He was “origi- 
nally in the form of God” (Greek), and 
was “equal with God.” Yet in His 
humble-mindedness He “took upon him 
the form of a servant.” As Matthew 
Henry puts it: “How low did the Re- 
deemer stoop for us when, to bring 
about our salvation, He suffered His 
glory to be eclipsed by the veil of 
His humanity!” Andrew Murray also 
teaches that the message of Christmas 
is a message of humility. He says: 
“What is the Incarnation but His 
heavenly humility, His emptying Him- 
self and becoming man? Jesus of neces- 
sity was the Incarnate Humility.” 

That we, too, might have this mind 
of Christ, the high and holy Son of 
God became incarnate. “His humility 
is our salvation,” for “He humbled him- 
self, and became obedient unto death, 
even the death of the cross” (Phil. 2:8). 
“His salvation is our humility” (An- 
drew Murray), for God’s_ salvation 
should bring us the grace of Christian 
humility. “When Augustine was asked 
what was the first grace of a Christian, 
he answered, hurhility; what the second, 
humility; what the third, humility” 
(Robert Hall). Truly the Incarnation 
was “an astonishing instance of the 
condescension of Jesus Christ.” 


Il. The message of Christmas is a 
message of joy. The angel of the Lord 
said at the birth of Christ: “Fear not: 
for, behold, I bring you good tidings 
of great joy ... For unto you is born 
. . . a Saviour” (Luke 2:10, 11). And 
so Christmas has been joyful through- 
out the Christian centuries. It was a 
joy to Mary, the virgin mother of the 
Lord. She testified, “My spirit hath 
rejoiced in God my Saviour’ (Luke 1: 
47). The Lord taught that “joy shall 
be in heaven over one sinner that re- 
penteth,” and that “there is joy in the 
presence of the angels of God over one 
sinner that repenteth” (Luke 15:7, 10). 
The Book of the Acts shows that the 
message of Christmas, the message of 
the Saviour, is a message of joy. Philip, 
the evangelist, “went down to the city 


Though the Christmas season has 
been grossly abused by utterly god- 
less revelry, high-pressure selling 
of merchandise, and hollow ritual- 
ism, yet it recalls to believers “the 
kindness and love of God our Sav- 
jour toward man,” and prepares 
men’s hearts to hear the Good News 
again. In this article Dr. Arthur 
Petrie of Seattle, whose articles 
have frequently appeared in these 
columns, brings before readers six 
important aspects of the heart of 
the message. He puts first that 
which Augustine considered the out- 
standing virtue in the life of a 
Christian. The Lord Jesus exempli- 
fied it and produces it by His Holy 
Spirit in the heart that is fully 
yielded to Him. 








of Samaria, and preached Christ unto 
them. And the people ... gave heed 
unto those things,” and “there was great 
joy in that city” (Acts 8:5, 6, 8). The 
treasurer of “Candace queen of the 
Ethiopians” accepted the Christmas 
message, “and he went on his way re- 
joicing” (Acts 8:27, 39). The congre- 
gations in the synagogue at “Antioch 
in Pisidia” heard Paul preach the 
Christmas message that God had “raised 
unto Israel a Saviour, Jesus.” Those 
who accepted Him “were filled [more 
and more filled] with joy” Acts 13:23, 
52). When the jailer at Philippi heard 
and received the message of Christmas 
that “unto you is born .. . a Saviour,” 
he, too, rejoiced” (Acts 16:31-34). At 
the Christmas season millions of people 
will sing the words of Isaac Watts: “Joy 


to ‘the world! the Lord is come.” And 
as J. G. Holland wrote, 
There’s a tumult of joy 
O’er the wonderful birth. 
Ill. It is a message of love. “For God 


so loved the world, that he gave his | 


only begotten Son” (John 3:16). How 
the apostle of love saw that! When, 
nearly one hundred years after the first 
Christmas, John contemplated the In- 
carnation of the Son of God, he wrote, 
“In this was manifested the love of God 
toward us, because that God sent His 








The Best Christmas Gift 


By Mary Mahoney 


HENE’ER at Christmas we prepare 
Our gifts of love to bring, 
With gladness in our hearts to share, 
May we behold the King! 


By ARTHUR PETRIE, Th.D. 


only begotten Son into the world, that 
we might live through him” (1 John 
4:9). Yes, Christmas is God telling the 
world, and every man, woman, and 
child in the world, that He loves us. 
Oh, what measureless love—the love of 
God—is in the Incarnation of His only 
begotten Son! Heintich Suso felt how 
measureless it was when he wrote: 
Call back all the days of the ages, 
All snowflakes come down from above; 
All flowers of summers departed, 
But think not to measure His love. 
Surely when the Apostle Paul sent 
forth his masterly writing on giving (2 
Cor. 8 and 9), he had God’s gift at the 
first Christmas in mind when he said, 
“Thanks be unto God for his unspeak- 
able gift” (2 Cor. 9:15). Adam Clarke, 
while stating that the “gift” +refers: to 
the “exceeding grace of God” in them, 
yet says that “Jesus Christ, the gift of 
God’s love to mankind, is an unspeak- 
able blessing; no man can conceive, 
much less declare, how great this Gift 
is.” Certainly, to use again his words, 
“Jesus Christ [is] the gift of God’s end- 
less love to man, . . . He is the highest 
God ever, gave, or can give to man.” 


IV. It is a message of worship. Mat- 
thew records that when the Wise Men 
“were come into the house, they saw 
the young child with Mary his mother, 
and fell down, and worshipped him” 
(Matt. 2:11). My readers will notice 
that they did not worship Mary His 
mother! In New Testament times no 
one ever did! It was Christ that was 
worshiped then, and should be now and 


always. As the old Latin hymn has it: 
True Godhead Incarnate, Omnipotent 
Word! 


O hasten! O hasten! to worship the Lord. 
Oh, that during the Christmas season, 
the season of giving and receiving gifts, 
we may worship Christ in spirit and in 
truth, and sing with James Montgomery, 

Come and worship, 

Worship Christ, the newborn King. 

V. The Christmas message is a mes- 
sage of giving. The giving began with 
God. He gave His dearest and His best 
when He “gave his only begotten Son,” 
God gave freely and fully out of Him- 
self for us. The Son of God gave Him- 
self in His incarnation. He held noth- 
ing back. I have already referred to 
Paul’s two chapters on giving (2 Cor. 
8 and 9). In chapter 8 Paul certainly 
refers to the giving of Christ in His 
incarnation in the words, “For ye know 
the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that, 
though he was rich, yet for your sakes 
he became poor, that ye through his 
poverty might be rich” (v. 9). This giv- 
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ing of Himself in His incarnation has 
properly been called “the _ infinite 
benevolence of Christ Himself.” 

I bring, I bring rich gifts to thee, 

What hast thou brought to Me? 

The Wise Men gave gifts to Christ: 
“They presented unto him gifts; gold, 
and frankincense, and myrrh” (Matt. 
2:11). Shall we not make the Christ- 
mas season: a time of wise giving to 
Christ, to His work, and to His workers? 

Give, though thy fifts be small still be 

a giver; 

Out of the little founts proceed the river; 

Out of the river’s gifts gulfs soon will be 

Pouring their waters out, making a sea. 

VI. The Christmas message is a mes- 
sage of telling. The angel of the Lord 
was the first one to tell the message 
of Christmas: “I bring you good tidings 
of great joy. ... For unto you is born 


th's day . .. a Saviour, .. . Christ the 
Lord.” The shepherds were the next 
to tell out the good news: “They made 


known abroad the saying which was 
told them concerning this child. And 
all that heard it wondered at those 
things which were told them by the 
shepherds” (Luke 2:17. 18). Then the 
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devout Simeon told out the good news 
while holding “the child Jesus . . . in 
his arms.” He proclaimed: “Mine eyes 
have seen thy salvation, which thou 
hast prepared before the face of all peo- 
ple; a light to lighten the Gentiles, and 
the glory of thy people Israel” (Luke 
2:25, 27, 28, 30-32). 

Someone imagined that when the 
Lord Jesus arrived in Heaven at His 
ascension, the angel Gabriel met Him, 
and said, “Master, what plan did you 
leave for the carrying on of your work 
on earth?” The Lord answered: “I 
have asked Peter, and John, and James, 
and the others to tell someone else of 
my sacrificial love in the redemption of 
the world.” Gabriel then said: “Mas- 
ter, but what if Peter does not tell 
others, and what if John does not, and 
what if the others do not? What then?” 
The Lord answered, “I have no other 
plan.” 

Let us make the Christmas season a 
time of telling out the “old, old story 
of Jesus and His love.” 

I wish my readers a most blessed 
Christmas. 


SEATTLE. 


The Genealogy of Israel’s Messiah’ 


Christ, the seed of Abraham and of David, and the rightful heir to David's throne 


HE first promise of the Messiah is 

found in Genesis 3:15. After man 
sinned there was need for one to over- 
come the originator of sin and all sin’s 
results. God said to Satan, the author 
of sin, who appeared in the form of a 
serpent back in the Garden of Eden: 
“And I will put enmity between thee 
and the woman, and between thy seed 
and her seed; it shall bruise thy head, 
and thou shalt bruise his heel” (Gen. 
3:15). 

Here we learn that this coming De- 
liverer will be the seed of the woman. 
He must be born supernaturally, for 
every person born into the world is 
born of the seed of the male. 


In 2 Samuel 7, God told David a seed 
would proceed from him who would 
build a house (a family) for him, and 
He would establish his (David’s) King- 
dom for ever (v. 13). The Lord God 
immediately states, “I will be his father, 
and he shall be my son” (v. 14, read 
also Heb. 1:5). This is an unconditional 
promise. It is not dependent upon Da- 
vid’s faithfulness, but solely upon. God’s 
faithfulness, 

This cannot possibly be David’s son, 
Solomon, for the Lord describes the 





1This article in pamphlet form may be 
obtained from Message to Israel, Inc., of 
which Mr. Shepherd is director, Box 682, 
General P. O., New York 1. It is free of 


cost, but postage would be appreciated. 





By COULSON SHEPHERD 


kingdom and throne as being estab- 
lished forever. Again it cannot be 
Solomon, for the same promise was 
made to him when he was king. 

For the promise to Solomon, we turn 
to 1 Kings 9. Solomon has finished 
building the Temple, and the ark has 
been brought in; Solomon has preached 
the sermon, and the dedicatory prayer 
has been offered, and there has been 
great sacrificing and rejoicing. That 
night God appeared to Solomon and 
made a wonderful promise to him. That 
promise is recorded in 1 Kings 9:3-9. 


This is the same promise made to 
Solomon’s father, David, with this most 
important provision. It is a conditional 
promise when made to Solomon. As 
respects David’s seed the promise must 
be fulfilled, but as respects Solomon 
and his seed, it all depends upon the 
behavior of Solomon and his seed. 

All who have read the history of the 
kings who followed in Solomon’s train, 
know that for the most part they kept 
not God’s' statutes and judgments. The 
incriminating charge made against most 
of these kings is, “He did that which 
was evil in the sight of the Lord.” 

Following down the line of kings in 
the divine historical books, we come to 
one by the name of Jehoiachin (2 Kings 
24:6-10). This is “the time they were 
carried away to Babylon” (Matt. 1:11). 
Jehoiachin is also called Jeconiah, or 
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Jechonias, (1 Chron. 3:16) and con- 
tracted to Coniah. 

The next Scripture to examine is 
Jeremiah 22:24-30. Here God cut the 
line. He said, “Write ye this man 
{Coniah] childless, a man that shall not 
prosper in his days: for no man of his 
seed shall prosper, sitting upon the 
throne of David,-and ruling any more 
in Judah” (v. 30). The Hebrew word 
translated here “childless” is ariyriy, 
which means, “lonesome, solitary, for- 
saken,” as well as “childless.” God 
really said, “Write ye this man [Coniah] 
forsaken ... for no man of his seed 
shall prosper,” etc. This is a most im- 
portant Scripture. This king is a direct 
descendant of David through Solomon. 
Because Solomon and his seed kept not 
God’s statutes and judgments, no de- 
scendants of Coniah can rightly occupy 
the throne. Coniah (Jechonias) had 
children, for we read of his descend- 
ants in Matthew 1:12-16. 


Now we turn to Matthew 1:1: “The 
book of the generation [family] of Jesus 
Christ, the son of David, the son of 
Abraham. Then follows Christ’s gene- 
alogy down through David and Solo- 
mon, and through Jechonias (Coniah) 
ta Jacob who “begat Joseph the hus- 
band of Mary, of whom was born Jesus, 
who is called Christ” (Matt. 1:16). How 
carefully this is worded: not, “Jacob 
begat Joseph; and Joseph begat Jesus,” 
as all the other descendants of David 
are recorded. If that were the case, 
again I repeat, I would throw away my 
Bible, and warn people not to believe 
in it as the Word of God. If Jesus is the 
seed of Joseph, then He positively can- 
not be the Messiah of Israel. Further- 
more, if Joseph begat Jesus, then He 
(the-Lord Jesus) is an imposter, for 
He claimed to be the Son of God (Matt. 
16:16, 17) and the Messiah of Israel 
(John 4:25, 26). The Messiah cannot 
be the seed of Jechonias; but must be 


_ the seed of Mary. He must be the seed 


of the woman (Gen. 3:15), born of a 
virgin (Isa. 7:14). 

A careful study of the genealogical table 
shown on the opposite page, and the 
genealogy of Christ as given in Luke’s 
Gospel (Matthew gives the kingly line; 
Luke gives the descendants of David 
through Nathan, a brother of Solomon) 
will show that Jesus is the rightful heir 
to David’s throne through Nathan (Luke 
3:31). Mary is a descendant of David 
through Nathan. “Jesus ... being (as 
was supposed) the son of Joseph, which 
was the son of Heli” (Luke 3:23). 
Joseph’s father is rightly given in Mat- 
thew 1:16. Joseph was the son-in-law 
of Heli, who was the father of Mary. 
It is perfectly proper for a son-in-law 
to be referred to as a son, especially 
among Jewish people. 

The Lord Jesus is not only the right- 
ful heir to David’s throne through His 
mother, Mary, but also through His 
foster father, Joseph. Joseph was a 
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very distant cousin of Mary by thirteen 
generations. Today, if a king legally 
adopts a child, that child is the heir 
to its foster father’s throne! 

If Christ were not supernaturally 
born—born of the seed of the woman, 
He has absolutely no right or claim to 
the throne of David, and is not the Jew- 
ish Messiah. . 

The record clearly states that, in ful- 
fillment of Genesis 3:15 and Isaiah 7:14, 
He was born of a virgin. The word 
translated “virgin” in Isaiah 7:14 is 
“almah.” This word cannot mean any- 
thing else than “virgin,” for it comes 
from the root “alam,” which means 
“concealed, covered.” Because of the 
true meaning of this word “almah,” 
there is never a word of explanation 
added. In Genesis 24:43; there is an- 
other Hebrew word translated “virgin”: 
it is “bethoolaw.” This word means a 
young woman of marriageable age. She 
might be single, married, or even a 
widow. This word is also used in Gene- 
sis 24:16, applying to Rebekah, but be- 
cause she is a virgin, the Holy Spirit 
adds, “neither had any man known her.” 

When God recorded the birth of 
Christ, He could not say, as He did of 
all from David to Christ, namely, “so- 
and-so begat so-and-so.” No, this birth 
was different, and so He had to give a 
special explanation. That explanation 
is found in Matthew 1:18-25. How 
plainly and how simply recorded! The 
Lord Jesus Christ is the seed of Abra- 
ham, so, according to the flesh, He is a 
Jew. He is the seed of David through 
Nathan and Mary, and is therefore the 
rightful heir to the throne of David, 
in fulfillment of the unconditional 
promise God made to David in 2 Sam- 
uel 7. q 
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Therefore, Christ had to be born of a 
virgin to be the seed of Mary, and He 
is without question the promised Jewish 
Messiah and Saviour from sin. If He 
is not, then there never will be one. 

Another mark of divine accuracy is 
found in Matthew 1. Verse 17 tells us 
there are fourteen generations from 
Abraham to David, and fourteen from 
David to the Captivity (Jechonias), and 
fourteen from the Captivity to Christ. 
Take the trouble to count them. You 
will find exactly fourteen for the first 
two periods, but only thirteen from the 
Captivity to Christ. Why? Where is 
the fourteenth? The fourteenth is men- 
tioned in the eighteenth verse, “. . . she 
[Mary] was found with child of the 
Holy Ghost.” 

We bow in holy awe, and marvel at 
the accuracy of the entire Word of God. 
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We realize there had to be a Master 
Mind prompting all the writers of both 
the Old and New Testaments: that Mas- 
ter Mind is God! 

If we, as individuals, Jews and Gen- 
tiles, believe in the Lord Jesus Christ, 
we are Heaven-born and Heaven-bound. 
If we close our hearts to these truths 
regarding the person of Christ, we re- 
main without hope, and will die in our 
sins (John 8:24). 

Whether you are a Jew or a Gentile, 
may you see from this study that Jesus 
of Nazareth is the One of whom Moses 
and all the Jewish prophets wrote and 
spoke. He truly is the “Holy One of 
Israel, thy Saviour” (Isa, 43:3), who be- 


came “Christ our passover . . . sacri- 
ficed for us” (1 Cor. 5:7). 
New YorK. 


A Meditation on Bethlehem 


The “House of Bread” and the living Bread 


OW fitting that the Lord Jesus was 
born in Bethlehem, which means 
literally (in the’ Hebrew) “House of 
Bread,” for He is the living Bread 
which came down from Heaven to give 
“life unto the world” (John 6:33, 51, 57). 
And how fitting that this Heaven-sent 
Bread, the Babe of Bethlehem, was laid 
in a manger—a place of food for the 
patient oxen, serving men. For He 
came as the Servant of Jehovah, “not 
to be ministered unto, but to minister, 
and to give his life a ransom for many” 
(Mark 10:45). Yes, He was laid in a 
humble manger in Bethlehem. But the 
Silence of that starlit night was broken 
by the mighty voice of the angel of the 
Lord, amidst shining glory, saying: 
“Fear not: for, behold, I bring you good 
tidings of great joy, which shal] be to 
all people. For unto you is born this 
day in the city of David a Saviour, 
which is Christ the Lord. And this 
shall be a sign unto you; Ye shall find 
the babe wrapped in swaddling clothes, 
lying in a manger” (Luke 2: 10-12): 
And all the multitude of the heavenly 
host burst into an anthem of praise, 
saying: “Glory to God in the highest, 
and on earth peace, good will toward 
men” (Luke 2:14). 
And the humble, wondering shep- 
herds in the field near Bethlehem be- 
lieved the angelic message, and went 


‘their way and found “the babe wrapped 
- in swaddling clothes lying in a manger,” 


and made known abroad the news that 
Messiah, the Christ, had come. 

Some think that the shepherds were 
tending the Temple sheep, which later 
would be offered in sacrifice on God’s 
altar, That we do not know. But we 
do know that God’s Lamb had come, 
and there would be no more need, after 
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Calvary, for any Temple sacrifices of 
lambs and bulls and goats. For He is 
the “Lamb of God which taketh away 
the sin of the world” (John 1:29). 

How fitting that the wonderful news 
of the birth of this Babe should first 
have been given to shepherds! For this 
One who had come was the Lamb and 
also the Good Shepherd who would give 
His life for the sheep (John 10:11). 

Later, led by a singular shining star, 
there came Wise Men from the east, 
to Jerusalem, seeking the Messiah-King. 
And Herod sent them t& Bethlehem to 
find the royal Child. 

This Babe born in Bethlehem fulfills 
all the promises made in Eden, and later 
to Moses, David, and to all the prophets. 
He is the Deliverer, Saviour, Prophet, 
Priest, and King. 

Come to Bethlehem in spirit today, 
and worship the incarnate Deity, God 
manifest in the flesh. Come in spirit 
to Judea and Galilee, and worship the 
wise and compassionate .Teacher and 
Healer. Who can teach like Him! And 
He still healeth the broken in heart 
and bindeth up their wounds. 

Come to Calvary with a humble, re- 
pentent spirit today, and worship the 
Saviour, who became sin for us, in our 
room and stead. Come to the empty 
tomb, today, and there look up and wor- 
ship our risen ascended Lord, our hope 
for time and eternity, our sure hope of 
immortality! 

Come to the mercy seat today and 
worship our faithful interceding High 
Priest at God’s right hand, our keeper 
and our present help in time of trouble. 

Come to Olivet’s brow today, and wor- 
ship our returning victorious King, who 
once bore the crown of thorns for us, 


(Continued on page 991) 
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A Survey of Religious Life and Thought 


Encouragements and warnings from all the world 





Laws.—lIn this issue of THE SUNDAY 

ScHoot Times I am beginning what 
I hope will prove an interesting series of 
notes on the place of the Christian re- 
ligion—the importance of faith in God 
and of reading the Bible—in the consti- 
tutions and laws of the various states 
of our great nation. Any assistance that 
readers of the Trmes can give me in 
making this series one of accuracy and 
comprehensiveness will be appreciated. 
I myself am herewith doing for the 
State of California what I hope that we 
can together do for each state of the 
Union, featuring one state each month. 

It would be impossible for me to 
initiate correspondence with residents 
of various states, asking that they in- 
vestigate the subject in the laws of their 
own states, because I do not know what 
readers of these pages have leisure and 
ability for such research. I should like 
to offer an award of ten dollars for the 
best contribution on the Christian faith 
in the constitution and laws of each 
state; thus, if ten communications 
should be received on the State of Mas- 
sachusetts, for example, this token 
honorarium would be sent to the best 
one of the ten. 

To avoid being immediately swamped 
with letters from all sections of the 
country, I would like to limit the items 
for the issues of the coming year to the 
New England States exclusively. In each 
of these brief surveys one should note 
(1) any reference. to God in the state 
constitution, (2) the latest decree on 
the reading of the Bible in the public 
schools, (3) any specific references to 
Scripture passages in the state laws; 
and finally (4) if during the formation 
of the state constitution, as has occur- 
red in some states, a real battle in com- 
mittee or on the floor of the legislature 
was engaged in over some religious 
statement, that information should be 
included also. Please be specific in ref- 
erences to dates that laws were enacted, 
and to pages on which they might be 
found in some legal work. Such a 
project has been in my mind for some 
years, but this is the first attempt I 
have made to get it into print. The 
name of the person contributing the 
best material from each state will be 
given when the survey is used. 

A guide to some of the basic refer- 
ences for such a study as this, arranged 
state by state, is contained in a docu- 
ment entitled “Public Education and 
Religion,” appearing as a supplement 
to the International Journal of Religious 
Education, March, 1956. This may be 
purchased (for 30 cents) from the Na- 
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tional Council of Churches of Christ in 
the U.S.A., 120 E. 23rd Street, New 
York 10. 

Please address all correspondence re- 
garding this project to the editor of this 
department, Wilbur M. Smith, 135 N. 
Oakland Street, Pasadena, Calif—not to 
the Sunday School Times office. 


The Christian Religion in the Laws 
of the State of California.—The Pre- 
amble to the Constitution of the State 
of California, as adopted in 1879, reads 
as follows: “We the People of the State 
of California, grateful to Almighty God 


for our freedom, in order to secure and ~ 


perpetuate its blessings, do establish 
this Constitution.” * 

When the Constitution was originally 
considered, one of the members of the 
Convention, Mr. John T. Wickes, pro- 
posed that the Preamble begin, “We the 
people of the State of California declare 
that government is absolutely inherent 
in God; that we exercise its function by 
Divine ordination.” This amendment was 
referred to the Committee on the Pream- 
ble and the Bill of Rights, and was lost. 
(Reports of the Debates in the Conven- 
tion of California, p. 120.) On October 
16, 1838, a memorial signed by seven- 


teen cities was introduced which bore - 


this opening statement: “Believing that 
Almighty God is the source of all 
power and authority in civil govern- 


ment, that the Lord Jesus Christ is the 


Ruler of nations .. . we petition this 
honorable body to frame the Constitnp- 
tion so that it shall suitably express our 
acknowledgment of God as the source 
of all authority in civil government— 
and of His revealed will as of supreme 
authprity.” Nothing from this memo- 
rial was adopted. (Debates and Pro- 
ceedings of the Constitutional Conven- 
tion, p. 176.) 

Article I is called “Declaration of 
Rights,” and Section 4 of this Article, 
entitled “Liberty of Conscience,” reads 
in part as follows: “The free exer- 
cise and enjoyment of religious profes- 
sion and worship, without discrimina- 
tion or preference, shall forever be 
guaranteed in this State; and no per- 
son shall be rendered incompetent to 
be a witness or juror on account of 
his opinions on matters of religious be- 
lief.” 
a man who would not name God in an 
oath because he did not believe in God 
would still be recognized as a depend- 
able witness in any court in California. 

Article IV, Section 30, prohibits the 
appropriation of any public funds on 
behalf of the legislature, or any county, 
city, township, or municipal corporation 





This, I would think, means that . 
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“in aid of, any religious sect, church, 
creed, or sectarian purpose, or help to 
support or sustain any school, college, 
university, hospital, or other institution 
controlled by any religious creed, church, 
or sectarian denomination whatever.” 

In the Educational Code of the State 
of California there is a Section (19072) 
which, if interpreted with severe liter- 
alness, might well exclude from all 
school libraries any book defending the 
Christian faith: “The governing board 
of any school district may exclude from 
schools and school libraries all books, 
publications or papers of a _ sectarian, 
partisan or denominational character” 

(Deering’s “California Codes: Educa- 
tional Code of the State of California.” 
San Francisco, 1944, p. 683). 

The question of Bible reading in the 
public .schools of California has been 
debated for over a half century. On 
March 20, 1903, Attorney General U. S. 
Webb ruled that not only should the 
Bible not be read in the public schools 
of California for devotional purposes, 
but that it was not to be used in the 
schoolroom for any purpose whatsoever, 
even for historical investigation. 

The latest ruling on this subject, 
which has resulted in a great deal of 
discussion across our land, was given 
on June 10, 1955. A ruling on the issue 
of Bible reading was requested by the 
State Board of Education, the District 
Attorney of San Mateo County, and the 
City Council of San Bernardino. The 
following opinion was passed down by 
the Attorney General of the State of 
California (Opinion No. 53-266): “Read- 
ings from recognized version of Bible 
may not be read in schools for religious 
purposes, although the Bible may be 
used for reference, historical, or other 
nonreligious purposes; Gideon Bible 
may not be distributed through the pub- 
lic schoo] system; and religious prayers 
may not be made part of curriculum of 
publie schools.” In rendering this de- 
cision, the Attorney Genera} granted 
that “the decisions of other $tates are 
divided on the question of Bible read- 
ing in the public schools and we have 
therefore not based our conclusions 
upon them.” 

In the same document we come upon 
this amazing statement: “In the great 
ideological struggle in which the world 
is now engaged, enforced conformity of 
, thought is not a weapon which our side 
may use—it is rather one of the evils 
against which we fight.” The verdict 
concludes with a tribute to the influence 
of the Bible—in spite of the fact that 
the decision rendered forbids its being 
read aloud in the classroom for religious 
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purposes (“Opinions of the Attorney 
General of California,” Vol. XXV, pp. 
316-325). 

The American publication, Israel 
Speaks, constantly testifies to the tre- 
mendous resurgence of Biblical phrases 
and Biblical places in current events. 
In the issue for October, we have an ar- 
ticle discussing the riots in Jerusalem 
on the part of the ultraorthodox in re- 
lation to their rigid adherence to the 
Jewish Sabbath. 

On another page is a long article en- 
titled, “Tell It in Gath, Publish It in Ash- 
kelon.” Elsewhere in the issue is the 
discussion of a new series of airmail 
stamps on which are pietures of the 
olive tree, the road to Jerusalem, 
Joppa, Tiberias, and Elath. 

On the other hand, the regular feature 
column, “Informal Religious Poll,” 
says that in Israel “the majority of 
teachers are agnostics who view the 
Bible and the’ Talmud as mere cultural 
foundations whose religious beliefs one 
need not adopt. The modern Hebrew 
classics which describe Jewish life in 
Eastern Europe also look on the devout 
faces of their characters as hardly more 
than material for their art.” 

In another extended article, “Religion 
and Politics in Israel,” the story is told 
of a group of Israeli soldiers who found 
themselves on the last Yom Kippur in 
a lonely spot in the Negev. According 
to army regulations, they had the day 
off and, not knowing how to spend the 
day, they climbed a hill nearby and for 
four solid hours recited verses from the 
Bible. The same article makes the as- 
tonishing statement that the younger 
generation in Israel “may go further 
away from a genuine Jewish way of life 
and come closer to Christianity which 
can also provide them with a certain 
satisfaction for their religious desires, 
Here lies the real danger of the mission- 
aries.” 

The Ten Commandments in a Brook- 
lyn Library.—A news release from the 
Brooklyn Public Library will be of in- 
terest to readers of these columns: 

“A replica of the Mosaic tablets in- 
scribed with the Ten Commandments is 
now on exhibit in the History Division 
of the Brooklyn Public Library’s Inger- 
soll Building at Grand Army Plaza. The 
tablets are carved from red granite 
brought from Mt. Sinai, on the western 
tip of Asia, by Cecil B. DeMille in 1954. 
The Commandments are reproduced in 
South Canaanite lettering supplied by 
Dr. Ralph Marcus of the University of 
Chicago. Dr. Marcus is one of the few 
living scholars familiar with this an- 
cient Semitic language used in Moses’ 
time, before the present Hebrew alpha- 
bet evolved from it. 

“Moses received ‘the word of God’ on 
the summit of Mt. Sinai well over three 
thousand years ago. ~Although the orig- 
ina] tablets are long since lost, these 
modern reproductions are a scholarly 
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substitute. , They are being exhibited at 
the Brook'yn Library with books on 
Biblical history and on the languages 
and archaeology of the ancient Near 
East. Of particular interest is Solomon 
Goldman’s “Ten Commandments,’ and 
G. R. Driver’s ‘Semitic Writing from 
Pictograph to Alphabet.’” 

Israel’s Use of Scripture.—My friend, 
Dr. Aaron Kligerman, executive editor of 
the quarterly publication of the Hebrew 
Christian Alliance of America, has sent 
me a translation of a remarkable news 
item from Tel Aviv, taken from the 
New York Jewish paper, Day, Novem- 
ber 2, 1956: 

“Before the heavy battle of Abu- 
Ageliya began, the Israel Commander 
assembled all units and the chief chap- 
lain, Rabbi Gorin, read for them the 
following verses from Deuteronomy 20: 
‘Hear, O Israel, ye approach this day 
unto battle against your enemies: let 
not your hearts faint, fear not, and do 
not tremble, neither be ye terrified be- 
cause of them’ (v. 3). The Jewish sol- 
diers repeated word for word a mes- 
sage that was given to their forefathers 
four thousand years ago. After the bat- 
tle the same rabbi walked through the 
field reciting Psalms 3 and 30.” 

Teaching Mohammedanism in Egypt. 
—As many know who are in touch with 
missionary activity in the Near East, 
the present government of Egypt has 
recently enacted a law which compels 
all schools in that land, even the pri- 
vate schools, to give instruction in the 
religious faith dominant in Egypt, 
which is Mohammedanism, and forbids 
instructing pupils in a religion not their 
own. In other words, children of Mo- 
hammedan parents attending a Chris- 
tian schoo] in Egypt must be taught the 
Koran. The Protestant missions in that 
country have had to decide if they 
would allow their Christian instructors 
to teach this book by the false prophet 
which has proved the greatest barrier 
to winning men to Christ of any force 
on this earth for over one. thousand 
years, until the coming of Communism. 

Two leading Protestant denominations 
having extensive missionary work in 
Egypt have decided to go along with 


the edict of the government. This 
means that Christian teachers, sup- 
ported by funds’ from ' Christian 


churches in England and America, will 
be instructing Egyptian children in the 
false doctrines of the Koran. The 
Koran denies the deity of Jesus Christ, 
denies that Christ ever died, and of 
course would have to deny that He 
arose from the dead. However, the 
Jewish Mission Committee of Scotland 
has reached the unanimous decision 
that “under no circumstances would it 
agree to have the Koran taught in its 
schools.” They wil] consequently close 
the schools at the end of the term, will 
terminate contracts with their teaching 
staff, and leave the matter of the dis- 
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posal of properties in the hands of the 
British Embassy in Cairo, 


“Time” Criticizes DeMille’s “Ten 
Commandments.”—Since the advent of 
the movies, no one picture has received 
quite as extensive and exuberant com- 
mendation, even before its first public 
showing, as has Cecil DeMille’s “The 
Ten Commandments,” the very cost of 
which, $15,000,000, is startling. Millions 
of people will see this picture (I will 
not be among that number) who would 
not be able to find the Ten Command- 
ments in the Bible if they were asked 
to do so. And yet, vast multitudes will 
have their concept of this epochal story 
of the life of Moses, the deliverance of 
Israel from Egypt, and the giving of the 
Law at Sinai, molded by the distorted 
fiction of this motion picture. 

The gifted and courageous movie edi- 
tor of Time magazine separates himself 
from the great chorus of praise and 
rightly castigates the performance. With 
the permission of the Time publishers, 
I would like to quote some of his ob- 
servations: 

“Sometimes DeMille is worse than 
merely flashy. It is difficult to find an- 
other instance in which so large a 
golden calf has been set up without ob- 
jection from religious leaders. With in- 
superable piety, Cinemogul DeMille 
claims that he has tried ‘to translate 
the Bible back to its original form,’ 
the form in which it was lived. Yet 
what he has really done is to throw 
sex and sand into the movie-goer'’s eyes 
for almost twice as long as anybody 
else has ever dared to. He throws it 
very cleverly indeed. The dancing girls 
are numerous, nubile, and explicitly 
photographed. Yul Brynner, as the 
Pharaoh, swaggering barelegged across 
the screen, will delight his millions of 
feminine admirers. Even Moses, a part 
in which Charlton Heston is ludicrously © 
miscast, looks less like a man who stag- 
gers into the desert to find God than 
one who flies to Palm Springs to 
freshen up his tan. According to the 
script, that was the kind of fellow 
Moses really was, at least as a young 
man, There are moments, in fact, when 
it seems that the Seventh Command- 
ment is the only one DeMille is really 
interested in; to the point where the 
Exodus itself seems almost a sort of 
Sexodus—the result of Moses’ unhappy 
(and purely fictional) love life. 

“Is this blasphemy? Technically not: 
but it is sometimes hard to determine 
where the fine line between bad taste 
and sacrilege is to be drawn. When 
God speaks to Moses from the burning 
bush, out booms a big, creamy bass 
voice that sounds like nothing so much 
as a TV announcer making a pitch for 
a local funeral home. At such mo- 
ments it is impossible to avoid the im- 
pression that the moviemaker, no doubt 
without intending to, has taken the 
name of the Lord in vain.” 
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LESSON 12. DECEMBER 23. THE WORD BECAME FLESH 
John 1:1-18; Luke 2:1-20; printed text, John 1:1-18 
Golden Text.—And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, . . . full of grace and truth.— John 1:14 


Tue Kinc JAMES VERSION 

John 1:1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word 
was with God, and the Word was God. 

2 The same was in the beginning with God. 

3 All things were mede by him; and without him was 
not any thing made that was made, 

4 In him was life; and the life was the light of men. 

5 And the light shineth in darkness; and the darkness 
comprehended it not. 

6 There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 

7 The same came for a witness, to bear witness of the 
Light, that all men through him might believe. 

8 He was not that Light, but was sent to bear witness 
of that Light. 

9 That was the true Light, which lighteth-every man that 
cometh into the world. 

10 He was in the world, and the world was made by him, 
and the world knew him not. 

11 He came unto his own, and his own received him not. 

12 But as many as received him, to them gave he: power 





to become the sons of God, even to them that believe on 
his name: 


13 Which were .born, not of blood, nor of the will of the 
flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God. . 

14 And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, 
(and we beheld his glory, the glory as of the only begotten 
of the Father,) full of grace and truth. 

15 John bare witness of him, and cried, saying, This was 
hé of whom I spake, He that cometh after me is preferred 
before me: for he was before me. 

16 And of his fulness have all we received, and grace for 
grace. 

17 For the law was given by Moses, but grace and truth 
came by Jesus Christ. 

18 No man hath seen God at any time; the only begotten 
Son, which is in the bosom of the Father, he hath declared 
him, 

Lessons based on International Sunday School Lessons; the Inter- 


national Bible Lessons for Christian Teaching, copyrighted by 
International Council of Religious Education. 
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The Lesson as a Whole 


By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 

Approach to the Lesson 
Te: reception accorded the Gospel 

of John is as contradictory as it is 

amazing. On the one hand, this 
Gospel is more freely distributed than 
any other. I would venture the guess 
that there are many more separate edi- 
tions of John’s Gospel than of the other 
three combined. Evangelists give copies 
of the Gospel of John to young con- 
verts. Interested inquirers are encour- 
aged to “begin with John’s Gospel.” 
And so it goes. 

On the other hand, no part of the 
Scriptures has suffered more at the 
hands of the critics. Many who freely 
accept the genuineness of the other 
three Gospels will not admit that this 
is the work of the Apostle John. The 
‘iterature on the subject is vast. The 
fohannine problem is batted back and 

orth. . 

What makes the popularity of the 
xospel of John so:surprising is exactly 
what makes the book so baffling to the 
critics. It is much more theological 
than any of the other Gospels, and con- 
tains passages that are mystical and 
difficult to fathom. It is the theological 
and metaphysical element in John that 
makes the critics conclude that the book 
' was not written by the apostle of that 
name, but by someone in the second 
century, when Christian: thought had 
begun to grapple with speculative con- 
cepts. © 

Is it not strange, then, that the book 
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which appeals to the mind of the critic 
as beyond the range of the apostolic 
period should be regarded as most suit- 
able for an inquirer or a young Chris- 
tian? Imagine handing to a new con- 
vert a book that begins: “In the 
beginning was the Word, and the Word 
was with God, and the Word was God”! 
The words are simple enough, but the 
concept is baffling in its grandeur. But 


that is the whole point. In John’s Gos- ' 


pel the grandest truths are expressed 
in the simplest words, and, while critics 
concern themselves with arguments of 
date and authorship, the Holy Spirit 
instructs inquirers and believing minds 
in the blessed doctrine. The fact is 
that, while John’s Gospel is so theologi- 
cal in content, its Greek vocabulary is 
the smallest of the four. Even in the 
first chapter, containing our lesson, the 
theologian will find unfathomed depths 
for his study, but at the same time our 
babes in Christ will find sweet and 
nourishing morsels. So let the Gospel 
of Jolin be in the hands of our children 
and of our scholars. It is the book 
for all. 


Verse by Verse 

John 1:1.—“In the beginning was the 
Word ... with God... was God.” The 
term “Word” refers to Christ as the ex- 
pression, and therefore the revelation, 
of God. The verb (imperfect tense) 
points to an existence coming from be- 
yond “the beginning,” and in uninter- 
rupted operation at the point of the be- 
ginning. The first usage of the word 
“God” carries the definite article (in the 
Greek), and refers to the divine person. 


‘ 


The second does not carry the article, 
and so refers to the essential nature of 
the Word. 

Verse 2.—“The same was in the begin- 
ning with God.” This apparent unnec- 
essary repetition adds tremendous force 
to the testimony of verse 1. “This One, 
who is declared to be God in His very 
nature, was already in existence when 
the point of beginning struck, and in 
that eternal existence wes enjoying the 
fullest communion with God.” 

‘Verse 3.—“All things were made by 
him .. .”~ Now we see Him in that ac- 
tivity which marks the “beginning” of 
Genesis 1:1. He is the mediator of cre- 
ation, in which honor none shares; no 
other hand took part in the work. 

Verse 4.—“In him was life ... the 
light of men.” We say that light is 
life-giving, but here life is light-giving. 

Verse 5.—“. . . and the darkness com- 
prehended it not.” Here is the note of 
conflict. This is not telling us that the 
light was beyond the powers of dark- 
ened minds to receive, but that the 
darkness arrayed itself against the light, 
but was not able to overcome it. 

Verse 6.—“. . . a man sent from God 
... John.” The reference is, of course, 
to John the Baptist. See Malachi 3:1; 
Luke 1:13-17. 

Verse 7.—“: .. a witness ... that all 
men through him might believe.” John’s 
business was witnessing, and in that we 
share. 

Verse 8.—“, . . not that Light, but... 
to bear witness .. .” Here is a clear dis- 
tinction which needs to be remembered 
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Lesson for December 23 


today. Men are heralded as if they 
were the light, but we are only wit- 
nesses to Him who is the Light. 

Verse 9.—“. . . the true Light, which 
lighteth every man. . .” Various punc- 
tuations are suggested for this verse, 
but whichever is used, the sense is clear 
that every man has some light, and that 
that light is from Christ. The light 
may become darkened, or it may be re- 
jected, but it leaves man without ex- 
cuse. 

Verse 10.—*‘. . . the world was made 
by him, and ... knew him not.” If 
verse 5 has the note of conflict, this has 
the note of tragedy. The tragedy is the 
result of the conflict. 

Verse 11—“He came unto his own, 
and his own received him not.” The 
first “his own” is neuter, referring to 
possessions, rights, and the like. The 
second “his own” is masculine, refer- 
ring to the people of Israel. This was 
rebellion. 

Verse 12.—“But as many as received 
him .. . power to become the sons of 
God .. .” This strikes the Gospel note. 
“Power” here signifies authority or 
right. Not all men are sons of God. 

Verse 13.—“Which were born, not of 
blood . . . but of God.” Becoming sons 
of God is not a fictitious or merely legal 
affair. There is a spiritual begetting. 
“Blood” is plural in the Greek. An old 
Latin version has the singular (was 
born), referring to Christ. 

Verse 14.—“And the Word was made 
flesh, and dwelt among us .. . full of 
grace and truth.” The great statement 
of the incarnation. “Flesh” must be 
taken hére in the sense of human 
nature, not simply a physical body. But 
it is not here used in the bad sense as 
in Romans 8:4 and other Pauline pas- 
sages. “Dwelt” is literally “tented.” 

Verse 15.—“John bare witness ... He 
. . is preferred before me: for he was 
before me.” The first “before” refers to 
position, and the second to sequence. 
Different words are used in the Greek. 

Verse 16.—“And of his fulness have 
all we received, and grace for grace.” 
Compare Colossians 1:19; 2:9; Ephesians 
4:13. See A.S.V. margin, “grace upon 
grace.” 

Verse 17.—“. . . the law ... by Moses 
.+. grace and truth... by Jesus Christ.” 
This does not mean that there was 
neither grace nor truth in Moses, but 
that grace and truth came to full reve- 
lation and bestowment in Christ. The 
law principle gave way to the grace 
principle brought by Him who is “the 
truth.” ° 

Verse 18—“No man hath seen God 

. the only begotten Son .. . hath 
declared him.” A very reliable reading 
gives “God only-begotten” in place of 
“only begotten Son” (see Westcott and 
Hort).. Deity as. such is invisible, but 
in Christ, God.is revealed. 
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Last Week’s Lesson 


11. December 16.—The Way of Chris- 
tian Love ..1 Corinthians 12:27 to 13:13 


Next Week’s Lesson 


13. December 30.—The New Heaven 
and Earth .....:.. Revelation 21 








The Heart of the Lesson 

Our lesson portion is so packed full 
of vital truth that it is difficult to ex- 
press briefly the main thrust of the pas- 
sage. 

The theme is, of course, Christ, pre- 
sented under the title, “The Word,” an 
expression found only in the writings 
of the Apostle John. 

Here we see the Word related to eter- 
nity, pushing back beyond that point 
which is called “the beginning.” John 
contemplated the Word, not as coming 
into being at that point, but as already 
being. His existence is eternal. The 
beginning finds Him already there. Not 
only so, it finds Him in continuous and 
eternal communion with God. As to 
the form of His being, He was in His 
very nature deity. The New Testament 
revelation of Christ permits no lower 
concept of Him than that. 

Next we see the Word in relation to 
the universe. He is its creator. Before 
He assumed the office of mediator in 
redemption, Christ was mediator in cre- 
ation, and just as there is no other 
mediator in the realm of redemption, so 
there is no other in the realm of crea- 
tion. All things were made through 
Him (v., 3). 

Again, we see the Word in relation to 
man. “In him was life; and the life 
was the light of men” (v. 4). This light 
which beams forth from the essential 
life of Christ touches every man (v. 9). 








Questions for Teacher and Class 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 


HAT title of our Lord is peculiar 
to the writings of John? 

2. Why do many critics deny John’s 
Gospel to the apostle, and put it in the 
second century? 

3. In what form was Christ existing 
when time began? 

4. What was the first work in which 
Christ was appointed mediator? 

5. In what relation does Christ stand 
to all men? 

6. What part did John the Baptist 
play in Christ’s coming into the world? 

7. What indications of Christ’s rejec- 
tion are given in our lesson portion? 

8. What special kind of “fulness” 
marked our Lord in the Incarnation? 

9. What makes the sonship of be- 
lievers real? 

10. What place does Christ occupy in 
the revelation of God? 


( Answers on page 988) 
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There is not a man in all the history 
of the world left in utter darkness. But 
right here, in the relation of the Word 
to men, tragedy enters. The light met 
with opposition, .coming into conflict 
with darkness. But however fierce the 
conflict, the darkness has never been 
able to overcome or destroy the licht 
(v. 5). Not only was the light refused, 
but He who is life, and gave being to 
all things, was not recognized by the 


. world which He made (v. 10). He was 


as a stranger in it. Even those whom 
He had chosen as His own would have 
none of Him, but denied Him the right 
of possession in that which was truly 
His (v. 11). Se light, life, and love 
were all refused. 

There is, however, a brighter side to 
the relation of the Word with men. 
There were those who did receive Him, 
and these He led into the place of son- 
ship with Himself. Not by any ficti- 
tious *or merely legal transaction, but 
through a begetting from above which 
made them true sons and partakers of 
the divine nature (vs. 12, 13). 

This, then, is the one who came into 
our flesh, dwelling in a tent of clay for 
a season that He might bring to fullness 
that révelation of God as Father which 
only He could impart (vs. 14, 18). Now 
He would say to us as He said to Philip, 
“He that hath seen me hath seen the, 
Father” (14:9). 


Outline of the Lesson 
1, The Word as related to God (John 


1:1, 2) 

2. The Word as related to creation (vy. 
3) 

3. The Word as related to man (vs, 4 
5, 9-13) 


4, The Word as related to revelation 
(vs. 14, 16-18) 

5. The Word as related to John the Bap- 
tist (vs. 6-8, 15) 


Topics for Development 


John the Baptist. We said nothing 
about John the Baptist in the Heart 
of the Lesson, but we ought to give 
heed to, his portrait as given in John’s 
Gospel. There are three verses which 
constitute the master lines in this por- 
trait. In verse 7 we are told that he 
“came for a witness.” In verse 15 we 
read, “John bare witness,” and in verse 
19, “And this is the witness of John” 
(A.S.V.). Here we see Johr’s divine 
appointment—to be a witness. He car- 
ried out his divine appointment—he 
“bare witness.” And his witness was 
definitive. It was something which you 
could pin down and say, “This is it!” 
Two things, particularly, he had to say 
about Jesus—that He was the Lamb of 
God (vs. 29, 36), and that He was the 
Son of God (v. 34). The testimony was 
clear concerning the deity and the 
atonement of Christ. We may well take 
a page out of John’s book. 


God, or a god? The new translation 
issued by Jehovah’s Witnesses renders 
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the last phrase of John 1:1, “And the 
Word. was a god.” This is based on the 
absence of the definite article in the 
Greek, and its whole purpose is to deny 
the essential deity of Christ. However, 
several considerations make this trans- 
lation unacceptable. First, the Scrip- 
tures recognize no God but one. Wher- 
ever it mentions other gods it is to 
denounce them as false.. Second, it is a 
well-known principle among Greek 
scholars that the absence of the article 
does not always signify “one of a group” 
but frequently expresses essential na- 
ture. Even in our English we often use 
the word “man” without the article, to 
signify human nature. So the word 
“God” in the first verse of John’s Gos- 
pel signifies “Deity,” not “a god,” which 
would suggest that there is more than 
one god. So there can be no doubt that 
that is the meaning here—the Word was 
Deity. 
Practical Applications 

If the Word is God, I must worship 
Him (John 1!1). 

If the Word is my creator, I must 
submit to His control (v. 3). 

If the Word is my light, I must walk 
in that light (v. 4). 
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If the Word is God’s revelation to me, 
I must receive Him (v. 18). 

If the Word has brought grace in place 
of law, I must reflect that grace which 
He bestows (v. 17). 

If the Word is God’s truth, I must 
believe Him (v. 17). 

Golden Text 

John 1:14.—“‘And the Word was made 
flesh, and dwelt among us .. . full of 
grace and truth.” Here we have the 
truth of the Incarnation ‘categorically 
stated. This is not speculative theology, 
but dogmatic theology. Think of the 
stoop of the Word. But though 
“emptied” (Phil. 2:7, A.S.V.), He was 
“full of grace and truth.” 


ELMHURST, ILL. yw 


From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 
SUGGESTED HyMNS 
“Hark! the Herald Angels Sing” 
“Once in Royal David's City” 
“Thou Didst Leave Thy Throne” 

A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our 
blessed Heavenly Father, who art made 
known to us by Thy Son, the Lord 
Jesus, we thank Thee for Him and all 
His coming to earth has done for us, 


“The WORD was made FLESH ( became HUMAN)" JOHN 1714) 
, God's Living 


roast 
: 


© 
V 
t 
me 
=) 
e) 
WwW 
€& 
R 
Ss 


BG 


4 lh 


BABEL Of This WORLD. 
Pdeeds, 





December 8, 1956 


/ 


We thank Thee that He came not only 
to reveal Thee but to reconcile us to 
Thee, as through His death we find Thy 
pardon. Make all now present to be of 
those who trust Christ as their Saviour 
and keep us faithful to Him all our 
days, hating what is evil, and loving and 
doing what is good. Bless Thy Word to 
the saving of many souls in every land 
this day. Deliver those who are ill 
treated; help those who are hungry, 
sick, or in other trouble; and guide men 
and nations to the right and best ways 
of relieving human distress. Defeat the 
designs of evil men and bless the work 
of men of good will in promoting jus- 
tice and peace among nations. Forgive 
us our sins, help us to keep Christmas 
in ways that will honor Christ, and 
make us of those who seek first the 
Kingdom of God and His righteousness; 
we ask it in our Saviour’s name. Amen, 


After the Lesson.—To the home of 
some missionaries in Thailand came a 
Thai visitor one day. When he was 
asked if he wanted medicines, he said, 





GoD 


tan COMES TO Gop BY CHRIST 


“No.” 











“Are you looking for the doc- 
tor?” “No,” he said, “I am looking for 
God.” In coming to the Christian mis- 
sionary he had come to the right place, 
for the Christian message centers in 
our Lord Jesus who came to earth that 
people like that man might find God. 
The last verse of our lesson says, “No 
man hath seen God at any time; the 
only begotten Son, which is in the 
bosom of the Father, he hath declared 
him”—has made God known (John 1: 
18). Christ Himself said, “He that hath 
seen me hath seen the Father” (John 
14:9). To see the beauty and perfec- 
tion of the life and character of the 
Lord Jesus is to see what God is like. 
His wisdom, goodness, love, and power 
all appear in our wonderful Lord. 

But our lesson further shows the Sav- 
iour came not only to make God known 
to us, but to make us God’s children 
as well. “But as many as received him 
{Christ],” says verse 12, “to them gave 
he power to become the sons of God.” 
Have you received Him yet? A little 
Filipino girl was asked by a Christian 
playmate, “What do you want for 
Christmas?” “I want Jesus Christ,” she 
replied. The Christian girl told her 
mother, who was a missionary, and the 
mother soon led the Filipino girl to the 
Saviour. It is good to have the Christ- 
mas gifts our friends and loved ones 
may give us, but best of all is to re- 
ceive God’s great Christmas gift to you, 
the Lord Jesus. When you open heart 
and life to Him, you become one of the 
great family in which Christ is your 
Elder Brother and God your Heavenly 
Father. 


Cacary, ALTA., CAN. 
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Lesson for December 23 


The Busy Men's Corner 
By Tom M. Olson 


“He came unto his own...” (John 
1:11).—This is the season of the year 
when the attention of the world is 
called to the birth of the Saviour. Our 
lesson states some precious things re- 
garding His incarnation to which we 
call attention, 

The Old Testament is replete with 
prophecies regarding His coming; but 
man’s full time of probation had to 


elapse before those predictions could . 


be fulfilled. 

The moment the “fulness of the time” 
came, God sent forth His Son born of 
a woman, born under the law to redeem 
(Gal. 4:4). 

He came from the glory which He 
had with the Father before the world 
was. Eternity of being was His, for our 
passage informs us that “in the begin- 
ning was the Word.” Equality with 
God was His, for the same passage says 
He was “with God”—and “was God.” 

We shall never fully know how much 
it meant to the Father to spare his Son 
—the delight of His heart—to come to 
earth for thirty-three years. 

How thoroughly the world should 
have appreciated this sacrifice of the 
Father’s, and what a wholehearted wel- 
come should have been extended to the 
Son when He came! “And his own re- 
ceived him not.” The rejection at the 
little inn where there was no room for 
Him was a foreshadowing of His rejec- 
tion in Galilee, Samaria, and Judea. 

A preacher called the attention of 
his audience to the contrast between 
Luke 2:7 and Luke 14:22—“no room” 
and “yet there is room.” 

He remarked: “When the Lord Jesus 
came into the world, there was ‘no room 
in the inn’ for Him; but when He was 
grown and entered His public ministry, 
He told sinners there was room in God’s 
house for them. If, alas, there is no 
room for Jesus in your heart, there is 
room ir God’s heart and house for you.” 

At the close of the service a young 
man approached him and expressed his 
appreciation of the message. When the 
preacher asked him, “Have you room 
in your heart for the Saviour?” he re- 
plied: “Well, I never had room for 
Him until tonight! The fact is that to- 
night He made room for Himself. I 
could not keep Him out any longer.” 
Happy man! 


“And the Word was made flesh, and 
dwelt among us...” (John 1:14).—His 
was not a fly-by-night visit. He dwelt 
—or tabernacled—for thirty-three years 
on earth. He was kept under observa- 
tion by the Devil, demons, rulers, 
priests, scribes, elders, and the common 
people. 

He demonstrated beyond all gainsay- 
ing that He was God manifest in flesh. 
Concerning His works they exclaimed, 
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“We never saw it on this fashion” 
(Mark 2:12); and regarding: His words, 
they said, “Never man spake like this 
man” (John 7:46). Yet “his own [peo- 
ple] received him not.” 

On the anniversary of the King’s 
birthday ‘it is proper to present the best 
possible gifts to Him; but it is also 
proper for each person to ask himself, 
Have I received Him and acknowledged 
Him as my Lord and Saviour? It is 
only to those who receive Him, those 
who believe in His name, that He gives 
the right to become the children of God. 

O what a love! 

Born purposely for men to die, 

To save them, bless and glorify, 

And bear them to His home on high— 

O what a love! 


What shall we do? 

Ere this glad Christmastide is gone, 

Accept Him now, and love Him on, 

His soulful praises e’er prolong— 

This let us do! 

—R. E. Neighbour. 

... the... Son... in the bosom 
of the Father, he hath declared, him” 
(John 1:18).—God the Son, the creator 
of all things, came into the world— 
blessed be His name! He “dwelt among 
us” and was in all points tempted as 
we are, sin apart; and He declared the 
Father—and to such perfection that He 
could say, “He that hath seen me hath 
seen the Father.” 

“The expression, ‘which is in the 
bosom of the father,’ is doubtless a fig- 
urative one, mercifully accommodated 
to man’s ‘capacity. As one who lies in 
the bosom of another is fairly supposed 
to be most intimate with him, to know 
all his secrets, and possess all his affec- 
tfons, so it is, we are to understand, in 
the union of the Father and the Son. 
It is more close than man’s mind can 
conceive” (Bishop J. C. Ryle). 

Despite His coming, His dwelling, and 
His revelation of the Father, He was 
rejected; and in due time offered Him- 
self in sacrifice as the Lamb of God 
for our sins. 

Perfect love marked all His pathway, 

As, through this world of sin and misery, 

He hastened onward to the cross: 

There in grace for sins He suffered, 

As unto God Himself He offered, 

Our souls to save by His own loss: 

The cup of wrath He drained, 
The victory He gained, 
Hallelujah! 
The crimson wave, His opened grave, 
Proclaim Him mighty now to save. 


Wawona, Cauir. 
we 


Say, Fellows,— 


Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, the first verse of Gene- 
sis begins, “In the beginning God 
-” The first verse of the Gospel of 
John, in our lesson text for today, be- 


gins, “In the beginning . . .!.the Word 
.-’ (Note it is a capital W). God and 
the Word are the same. God looked 


in loving pity upon a lost world, made 
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“l Prefer 
To Go Hungry” 


ar 


It was the first time I had seen Con- 
stantin Djeghennakis since 1953, and I 
was shocked at how greatly he had aged. 
Now, on my third missionary journey to 
Greece, this faithful missionary poured 
out his heart to me. For many years he 
has gone from village to village preach- 
ing the Gospel and giving out Christian 
literature. My heart nearly broke as he 
told me that many nights he goes to bed 
hungry so that he may have enough 
money to go to the next town. 


“I never wanted to mention my finan- 
cial difficulties, Brother Zodhiates,” he 
said, “because I did not want you to 
think I was begging. I have been §liv- 
ing under extreme privation in order to 
visit as many places as possible with the 
Gospel. When it comes to lodgings, I 
choose the cheapest, and I must also pay 
my transportation out of the $50 monthly 
allowance that I receive from your Mis- 
sion. The only savings I can make‘are 
at the restaurant. In spite of this, 1 am 
forced to leave towns and villages where 
there is still fertile ground for sowing 
the Gospel seed. I have never men- 
tioned this to anyone before except God. 


“Last year as I was laboring for the 
Lord ina town, I slipped in the snow 
and dislocated my wrist. I could not 
afford a doctor, and someone who did 
not know anything about it tried to fix 
it, but it is still dislocated and painful. 


“Sometiines I meet people who lack 
even their daily bread. I just cannot 
‘tolerate such conditions and prefer to go 
hungry myself and help others out of my 
necessity. However, I praise God for 
the privilege of suffering for Him.” 


Such,a spirit of sacrifice shames us. 
How often have we gone hungry for the 
sake of the Gospel? This Christmas 
shall we not share our comparative 
abundance with those’ who are strug- 
gling against poverty and persecution to 

ring the Gospel to the villages of Greece? 
We invite you to adopt this or another 
missionary in Greece by contributing 
regularly toward his ministry—even $5 
or $10 a month will go a long way. 


Each month you will be receiving thrill- 
ing reports and thus you will be a real 
missionary by proxy. Even one dollar 
will bring 22 pounds of U. S. surplus 
food to this or any of qur other mission- 
aries. Send your gifts to the American 
Mission to Greeks, Inc., Rev. Spiros 
Zodhiates, General Secretary, P. O. Box 
423, Dept. S, New York 36, N.Y. (In 
Canada: 90 Duplex Avenite, Toronto 7, 
Ontario.) Mr. Zodhiates’ diary of his 


third missionary journey will be sent 
free on request. 


(Adv.) 
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a plan to save it, then arranged a way 
to let the lost world know what His 
gracious plan was. 

If a person falls overboard from a 
ship, a life preserver is thrown to him; 
but if he fails to see it and does not 
grasp it, he sinks. So it is necessary 
that the drowning man may know there 
is something at hand that he can cling 
to for safety. If a lost sinner is to be 
saved, he must know enough to reach 
out and grasp the means which God’s 
plan provides. So it was necessary for 
the world to know of God’s plan. But 
the difficulty here was that the world 
did not have a language that could con- 
tain the depth and the breadth of God’s 
love and plan. All the languages put 
together were not equal to it: the San- 
skrit, Aramaic, Hebrew, Greek, the an- 
cient languages of Asia, the Latin, 
French, German, Russian, Italian, Portu- 
guese, Spanish, English, and all others 
combined could not contain this tremen- 
dous truth. 

So what did God do? He chose the 
most beautiful and clearest expression 
of Heaven in the person of His own 
beloved Son to come to earth and be 
clothed with human flesh and live 
among the lost sinners and give His life 
upon the cross—a ransom for them. 
The world could understand that as an 
expression of God’s unspeakable love 
because it was human suffering in pri- 
vation and physical death. 

So this was the Word which became 
flesh; the Word which could be under- 
stood in any language. And, fellows, I 
like to think when I hold my Bible, the 
Word, in my hand it is in a real sense 
holding His hand, and as I read I am 
in a very real sense listening to His 
voice, helping me to think His thoughts 
with Him, and hearing Him tell me how 
much He loves me. The Bible is not 
a fetish; it is not the leather binding, 
nor the paper, rior the printing, not 
even the language; but it is the Word 
—and the Holy Spirit revealing the Lord 
Jesus Christ. 

That little two-letter word “so” in 
John 3:16 does not mean a thing by 
itself, but in the verse it points to 
Christ, and thereby becomes the big- 
gest, most meaningful word in the Eng- 
lish (or any other) language. - You may 
have talent and learning and skill, but 
by yourself you are just a little “so” 
until you can lift your voice and your 
finger and point to Jesus Christ as your 
Saviour and the Saviour of the world. 
Then you become a part of the Word. 
(See Gal. 2:20.) 

Fellows, read your Bible, the Word, 
regularly every day. It is God’s means 
of talking to you, giving you the blessed 
benefits of His infinite wisdom, and en- 
abling you to keep in the straight path 


of service, contentment, and peace, And. 


when you open the Book, remember 
you are .stepping into the “audience 
chamber” of the King. Just close your 
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eyes and ask the Holy" Spirit to clear 
your understanding as He has promised 
in John 15:26. 
WEAVERVILLE, N. C. 
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My Class of Girls 


By Vivian D. Gunderson 


HERYL is going to tell the story 
called, “Not Foolishness.” Now let 
us learn 1 Corinthians 1:18, “The 
preaching of the cross is to them that 
perish foolishness; but unto us which 
are saved it is the power of God.” There 
are just two classes of people in fhe 
world: those who are going to perish 
and those who are saved. Those who 
are going to perish cannot understand 
how acceptance of Christ can transform ; 
a life. It seems foolishness to them, 
but we who are saved know by experi- 
ence that the Gospel is the power of 
God unto salvation. 
In the city of Rome there was a large 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 
By Wade C. Smith 
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Those old folks you love 


, will thank you every day for the big, 
Y easy-to-read type in this compact Text 


¥ Bible. French Morocco. Ultrathin 


Oxford India paper. Gold edges. 3 
colors: 5/2 x 7% x 146”. 


Mother and Dad 


deserve the best —a beautiful, large 
Scofield Bible bound in hand grained 
Morocco, leather lined. Ultrathin 
Oxford India paper. Gold edges. Choice 
of 6 colors. 54% x 8% x %”. $23.00 


$15.00 , 






The beginning student - 


will be inspired to serious study with 
a de luxe edition of the Pilgrim Bible. 
Fully annotated. Morocco. Ultrathin 
Oxford India paper. Gold edges. Choice 
of 3 colors. 5¥e x 7% x 14%”. $16.00 





Your Minister or Teacher 


can take this thin, handy Reference 
Bible everywhere. Natural Grain Mo- 
rocco, leather lined. Concordance, 
Ultrathin Oxford India paper. Gold 
edges. 5 colors. 5x7¥ex'%e". $14.00 








The lovely bride-to-be 


will always treasure the Bible she car- 
ries at her wedding. Washable French 
Morocco. Silver edges. Gift Boxed. 
Marriage Certificate. Ultrathin Oxford 
India paper. 3% x 5% x %”. $5.75 


The new Bible reader 

will find the Pilgrim Bible’s simplified 
helps a perfect introduction to Bible 
study. Cross references, complete in- 


dex, special maps. Blue cloth over 
boards. 5¥8 x 7% x 1%”. $5.00 


Mlore than 200 styles priced from 425° to $265 2 


That special reader 

who prefers the words of Jesus in red. 
Red Letter Concordance edition, col- 
ored illustrations, Presentation Page 


and Family Record. French Morocco. 
5x7%4 x 1%". $10.00 


'* Oxford—-Americas Gift Bible since 1675 
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open square called the Forum. About 
four hundred years before Christ it is 
said that a great chasm suddenly ap- 
peared in the Forum. This was a very 
dangerous thing #o have in such a pub- 
lic place. The Romans tried to fill it 
up, but all the dirt, rocks, and rubbish 
they dumped in sank completely out 
of sight, and the chasm remained! They 
consulted their heathen priests who 
were supposed to get wisdom from their 
gods through a hidden voice called an 
oracle. The priests told them that the 
dreadful chasm would. never be closed 
till they threw in the most precious and 
valuable thing in the city. The people 
met to discuss what this meant: Some 
thought it meant that they must throw 
in all the gold and silver in the city. 
Others thought it meant their gems and 
costly jewelry. But no one was sure, so 
they went home to think it over. 

There was a brave young nobleman 
living in Rome, who was a soldier. His 
name was Martius Curtius. He thought 
much about what the oracle had said. 
He went to the Forum alone at night 
and walked around the dreadful pit. 
He said to himself: “The most precious 
thing in Rome is its army. We brave sol- 
diers protect the city with our gleam- 
ing armor. But the whole army cannot 
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march into the chasm. Some brave sol- 
dier must throw himself in as a repre- 
sentative of the army. Who shall it be? 
I will do it.” 

Martius Curtius told the leaders of 
the city that he believed nothing would 
close that yawning gulf but a repre- 
sentative of the army. He said he was 
willing to plunge into it for the safety 
of his city. They tried to persuade him 
not to do this, but he insisted that it 
was the only way. At last they con- 
sented. The day was fixed, and all the 
people lined the street to see Martius 
Curtius take his last ride. He dressed 
himself in all his shining armor just as 
if he were going to battle. He mounted 
his war horse, unsheathed his sword, 
and rode along the main street leading 
to the Forum. People gazed at him in 
silent awe and gratitude. No one spoke 
or moved as he went by. No sound was 
heard except the clanging of his armor 
and the thud of his horse’s hoofs. When 
he neared the Forum he spurred the 
animal into a gallop so that when the 
horse saw the pit it was too late for him 
to stop. One moment the horse and his 
rider hung over that dreadful gulf, then 
down they plunged and were seen no 
more. The pit closed. The most pre- 
cious and valuable thing in Rome had 
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been thrown into it. That is the story. 

This is a picture of what our Sav- 
iour did. Sin had opened a dreadful 
gulf right in front of us making it im- 
possible for us to get to Heaven. No- 
body could get around it. Nobody could 
get over it. The whole human race 
was doomed, 

Then the Lord Jesus came down from 
Heaven and threw Himself intg the 
gulf. He made a bridge over it so that 
all who believe in Him may get safely 
over it and be saved. The Roman hero 
threw himself into the chasm for the 
sake of people who loved him. But 
Christ died .for those who did not love 
Him. Martius Curtius was one of the 
most precious and valuable things in 
Rome, but our Lord Jesus was more 
precious and valuable than all the peo- 
ple of ‘the world put together. He was 
the light, yet He was willing to come 
down to a world darkened by sin. He 
had created the world, yet the people 
in it did not recognize Him nor want 
Him. He came to reveal God the 
Father to people who did not care to 
know Him. We are saved this morning 
only because the Lord Jesus was willing 
to do all this. Let us remember this 
as we read John 1:1-18 together, and 
let us remember with gratitude some- 
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@ Founded December, 1930, by Dr. James 
G. Dale, missionary to Mexico since 1899. 


@ Twenty-five missionaries on stations in 
five states of Mexico. 


@ Over 50 trained nationals pastoring 
more than 12,000 converts and evangelizing 
in the regions beyond. 

@ Founder of the Association of Mexican Evan- 
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Association, in all stages of self-supporting, 
governing, and extending activity. 


@ More than 40 resident students in Bible- 
training school. 


@ More than 40 little girls in training in the 
Girls’ Home. 

@ Evangelical, interdenominational, sustained 
by prayer. 


Send for ‘““‘THE MEXICAN INDIAN”’’ No Charge Bi-Monthly Bulletin—325 North 13th Street, Philadelphia 7, Pa. 
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thing of the cost of our salvation as we 
celebrate this happy season. 





The book we are using this quarter, “Saved 
on Monday” (50c). and the Scripture Cate- 
chism Card, ‘‘Salvation” (20c a doz.), may be 
ordered from V. D. Gunderson, Ferndale, 
Wash. 


FERNDALE, WASH. 
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For Junior Teachers 
By Ruth E. Dow 


Topic and Scripture: 
When Jesus Came (John 1:14; Luke 2:8-17) 


N THE little Christmas tree used 

last ‘Sunday tie folded strips of 
paper which contain the following ques- 
tions. A number on the back of each 
indicates the order. As a pupil finds 
the number, opens, and reads the ques- 
tion, others may answer. (1) What 
chapter of the Bible is Paul’s picture of 
love? (2) Find 1 Corinthians 13, (3) 
Each of you tell one thing that de- 
scribes love. (4) In 1 John 4:8 find the 
person who is the perfect picture of 
love. (5) How much did God love us? 
John 3:16. (6) What is another name 
for the Son of God? John 1:1. 

We may say the Son of God is called 
“the Word” because He came as God’s 
message to us. John 1:14 tells of His 
coming from Heaven as God’s Christ- 
mas gift of love to the world and to us. 
Here on earth He came in a body, a 
baby’s body—He “was made flesh”—and 
we think of Him as lying in the manger 
on that first Christmas Day. Who were 

‘the first ones, besides His parents, to 
know who He really was? The shep- 
herds, common working people! “For 
unto you is born this day in the city 
of David a Saviour, which is Christ the 
Lord” (Luke 2:11, Memory Verse). 
Later, who came from far away in the 
East’ looking for a King? While He was 
a baby, folks knew who He was only 
bécause God told them by angels or 
signs or through His Spirit. But when 
He grew up, there were other ways. 
Look in John 1:14 again. His glory as 
God’s Son shone out in what He said 
and did, and one time three of His 
friends saw the glory-light of His ma- 
jesty. Remember? Things they saw 
and heard were too wonderful to be 
anyone but—who? He was so “full of 
grace and truth”! 

Foreigners came then,*too, to see Him. 
Some Greeks from the West came and 
said, “We want to see Jesus.” It was 
then the Lord told them how He was 
to die like a kernel of wheat buried in 
the ground, and His greatest glory 
would be shown in His love as He died 

- for their sins on the cross. All people 
would then be drawn to Him, from 
North and South and East and West. 

And we from America are coming, too! 

(Pictures may be used@ to suggest the 

following scenes.) Today we cannot see 

Him “in the flesh,” as the shepherds 
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who went to see the baby that first 
Christmas night. We cannot look at 
Him and bow down to worship as the 
Wise Men from the East did. We cannot 
see Him grown up as did the Greeks 
from the West who came to see Him 
before His death. We cannot even see 
Him now in His glory body as five hun- 
dred people did and worshiped (1 Cor. 
15:6; Matt. 28:17). 

But He is here in Spirit and we can 
worship Him, thanking Him for coming 
that first Christmas as the baby, thank- 
ing Him for all the gifts He has brought 
us by His death and life (forgiveness 
of sin, eternal life, Heaven, God as our 
Father, love that will ‘never let us go), 
thanking Him for all our good earth 
gifts’ He has given us (home, health, 
friends, food, and fun). We can read 
our Memory Verse this way: “Unto 
you [point to children one after an- 
other] is born this day in the city: of 
David a Saviour, which is Christ the 
Lord” (Luke 2:11). He will become 
your Saviour now if you let Him. Shall 
all we who believe in Him bow our 
heads (or kneel if that is practical) 
and worship Him? Tell Him how won- 
derful and good He is! (With older 
children, mention again the above items 
for thanks, allowing time for silent 
prayer after each. Let younger chil- 
dren pray audibly.) 

Orono, MAINE. 

we 


For Primary Teachers 
By Helen E. Gdenwelder 


HILDREN love the familiar. That 
is why they are especially fond of 
the beloved carol, “Silent Night, Holy 
Night.” They can, however, and will, 
love other carols if you will teach them. 
Have you ever noticed how much Gos- 
pel is in some of the other carols? Read 
the words of “Hark! the Herald Angels 
Sing,” paying particular attention to the 
words of the third stanza. In this 
writer’s opinion, no carol is more mean- 
ingful than Phillips Brooks’s “O Little 
Town of Bethlehem.” 
How silently, how silently 
The wondrous gift is given! 
So God imparts to human hearts 
The blessings of His Heaven. 
No ear may hear His coming, 
But in this world of sin, 
Where meek souls will receive Him still, 
The dear Christ enters in. 
The closing stanza with its invitation to 
the Christ of God to “cast out our sin, 
and enter in, be born in us today,” should 
be the prayer of each of our unsaved 
Primaries at this Advent season. 

Why not prepare on flash cards, the 
story of the background of “O Little 
Town of Bethlehem”? Make simple 
outline drawings to visualize the town 
of Bethlehem (on one card) and on an- 
other, the Judean hillside. Dark blue 


paper’ will give the illusion of night, - 
Gummed silver stars will fill the sky. 
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T ii's 1s THE MESSAGE which reverber- 

ates at this Season with a mighty echo 
in every Christian heart. Yet multitudes 
of our Lord's kinsmen still sit in the 
valley of darkness and of fear, without 
the joy of a loving Saviour in their 
souls. For them Christ has not yet been 
born. His light has not yet shone into 
their hearts 


Will you help us bring the Good 
News that Christ is Lord and King, to 
the many Jews across the face of the 
earth, to the heavy laden and broken- 
hearted who yearn for salvation? 


We of The Friends of Israe! Mission- 
ary and Relief Society, Inc. preach 
Christ and Him crucified to the Jewish 
people in India, Israel, Europe, in North 
and South America. Your prayerful sup- 
port will be of great help to our world- 
wide ministry. 

Sample copy ef ISRAEL MY GLORY, eut- 


standing missionary publication, sent free te 
all whe love the Lord and His cause. 


THE FRIENDS OF ISRAEL 


Missionary and Relief Society, Inc. 


Rev. Victor Buksbazen, Genero! Secretory 
728-S Witherspoon Bidg., Philadelphia 7, Pa. 
Canada: Rev. Bruce Millor 
1066 Avenue Rood, Toronte 12, Ontario 
ee eee eee ee - 
Dear Friends of Israel: 
1 am sending enclosed for your ministry $___ 
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S$. S. Supplies Send for free catulog of 


Sunday school and church 
supplies. Also Bib!es, books, and gifts. THE THOMAS 
COMPANY, Dept. P-1, 303 Race St., Cambridge, Md. 





Why Prayer for Southern Negroes Gets 
Results and Wins Reward 


* Because southern Negroes are searching ~ 


for God more diligently. 

* Because southern Negroes are quick to 
respond to the Word. 

* Because the Gospel has less opposition 
among southern Negroes 

* Because in this day of tension God wants 
His people to show helpfulness toward 
this underprivileged group. 

* Because Carver Bible Institute is reaching 
thousands daily through its printed 
page. its correspondence Bible lessons, 
its day school and its night school. Its 
trained graduates are bringing a new 
message of life through Christ. to hun- 
dreds of rural churches. Your help is 
greatly needed at this time. 


CARVER BIBLE INSTITUTE, Inc. 
Box 3, Station A Atlanta, Georgia 
Talmage Payne, Director 
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HARKNESS CORRESPONDENCE COURSES 


1. EVANGELISTIC HYMN- 

~ PLAYING For those who can 
already play. EIGHTY Music. 
ally-illustrated Lessons. Teaches 
TWELVE MUSICAL subjects — in- 

® cluding TEN practical Accompani- 
ment Methods in Chords, Octaves, 
Runs, Trills, Chime Forms, etc. 

2. BEGINNERS HYMN-PLAYING A course for 
those who cannot play bu? wish to learn to play 
hymns and Gospel songs. FIFTY Musically-illustrat- 
ed lessons. Original HARKNESS Keyboard Charts. 

Over ten Thousand Students 


Send for FREE details. Indicate course desired 
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Tell of Phillips Brooks’s visit to that 
country at Christmas time. At the point 
in the story of his reflection of the first 
Christmas, weave in the Christmas- 
story lesson. Instead of using your 
flannel board .this year, why not paste 
the figures on flash cards? You will 
not need scenery. If you put two or 
three dabs of rubber cement on the fig- 
ures, they can easily be removed from 
the cards later. 

Having told the Christmas lesson, 
conclude with stick figure drawings to 
represent Mr. Brooks’s writing the 
words of the carol. Visualize the hymn 
with colored pictures and a few printed 
words (not too many words, for it slows 
down the children who are not rapid 
readers). You will, of course, want to 
weave in an invitation to the children 
to receive the Lord Jesus Christ as 
Saviour, as you recite the last two 
stanzas. Let the children hum the song 
as you sing it, in conclusion. Or, if 
they are familiar with it, let them sing 
it with you. 

Your flash cards should measure (if 
you are working with only one class) 
9x12 inches. Make them proportion- 
ately larger for larger groups. Con- 
struction paper works well, but a light- 
weight cardboard will be better. You 
can fasten your cards together in book 
fashion in one of two ways: (1) Using 
plastic tape (available at dime stores), 
hardware stores, or stationery stores), 
bind the pages together. (2) Use plas- 
tic chicken rings or bands (may be 
purchased at pet shops or hardware 
stores) to form a loose-leaf flash-card 
book. Your children will be fascinated, 
you may be sure! 

It is to be hoped that your depart- 
mental leader may want to use this sug- 
gested carol during the worship period. 
In connection with the hymn, the mem- 
ory verse may be taught. This will 
be the ideal time to explain what is 
meant by the “city of David.” Let the 
children look at Micah’s prophecy 
(5:2). Make certain that your children 
understand that Mary and Joseph really 
lived in Nazareth (Luke 1:26; 2:4). 
Micah, some seven hundred years be- 
fore, had written (as God had told him 
to do), that God’s Son would be born 





“Will there be any 
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New Hong Kong orphanage to offer new op- 
portunities to unearth rough, uncut precious 
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girl. Write for our 27-minute color-sound 
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ture; missionary speakers also available. 
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in Bethlehem. What happened? How 
was it that He was born about sixty 
miles away? God caused someone who 
did not love Him (Caesar Augustus, the 
Roman emperor) to demand that every- 
one must pay taxes. Instead of paying 
them in their home town, they had to 
go to the city of David—Bethlehem. So 
Mary and Joseph made the long, hard 
trip from Nazareth. And, just as God 
had said through Micah, His Son was 
born in Bethlehem at taxpaying time. 
(Older Primaries will be interested in 
seeing these places—including far-off 
Rome—on a map.) 

If you are reasonably sure that your 
pupils have made professions of the 
Saviour, your closing appeal should be 
for them to do as the shepherds did: 
(1) “They made known abroad. .:. con- 
cerning this child”; (2) They “re- 
turned, glorifying and praising God for 
all the things that they had heard and 
seen.” 


LANCASTER, PA, 
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The Illustration Round Table 


Rules for submitting illustrations for this 
department may be had upon request from 
the Editors, The Sunday School Times, 
325 N. 13th St., Philadelphia 5. 

A list of the lessons for the year 1957 
may be had for 20 cents a copy, or $2 
a dozen, postpaid, from the same address. 


The Only Way.—And the Word was 
made flesh, and dwelt among us,... 
full of grace and truth (John 1:14, 
Golden Text). A naturalist of note be- 
lieved in a “Supreme Being,”, but he 
found it impossible to believe that the 
God who had created the wonders of the 
universe could be known by man. One 
day while watching some ants in his 
garden he found himself wondering if 
a man could ever communicate his 
thoughts to ants. “No,” he decided, 
“that is impossible. For the human to 
teach an ant what he is like and to con- 
vey to it his thoughts, he would have 
to become an ant.” Then, like a flash 
of lightning, came the thought: “That 
is it exactly. The God of the universe, 
infinitely high as He is in His being 
and in His thoughts, had to become a 
man to teach men to know Him and to 
know His thoughts.” There, in the quiet 
of the garden, one who had long re- 
jected the Gospel record bowed in the 
presence of the Lord Jesus Christ, ex- 
claiming with Phomas of old, “My Lord 
and my God.”—Condensed from Good 
News Broadcaster. Sent by B. M. Dob- 
bin, Richmond, Kans. Prize illustration. 


Not Much Left.—And the Word was 
God (John 1:1). I remember once talk- 
ing with a. lady who said she did not 
believe, Jesus was the Son of God, al- 
though she believed He was a good 
man, and admired very much the teach- 
ing He had left. “Now,” I said, “will 
you go home and read again the Gospel 
of John, and cross out every word that 
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intimates He is divine?” She thought 
it would be a good idea, and I gave her 
a little Testament and told her to mark 
and cut it as much as she liked. She 
came back in a week: “Well, how did 
you get along?” “I didn’t get along at 
all. The truth is I found I had to cross 
out the whole of the first chapter, and 
I began to think, ‘If it’s like this, what'll 
become of the beautiful promises and 
sayings?’ So I stopped and cried, 
‘Lord, I see it is so. I accept Thee as 
Son of God, my Lord, and my God!’” 
—From Dr. Pentecost, in the Biblical 
Illustrator. Sent by the Rev. Guru 
Manickam, Woriur, Trichinopoly, S. 
India. 


Helpless Presumption. — All things 
were made by him; and without him 
was not any thing made that was made 
(John 1:3). 


You’ cannot put one little star in motion, 
You cannot shape one single forest leaf, 
Nor fling a mountain up, nor sink an 
ocean, 
Presumptuous pigmy, large with un- 
belief! 
You cannot bring one dawn of regal 
splendor, 
Nor bid the day to shadowy twilight 
fall, 
Nor send the pale moon forth with 
radiance tender, 
And dare you doubt the One who does 
it all? 
—From Serving and Waiting. Sent by 
Mrs. M. Watts, Fetcham, Surrey, Eng. 


The Light That Brought Life.—In him 
was life; and the life was the light of 
men. And the light shineth in dark- 
ness; and the darkness comprehended it 
not (John 1:4, 5). Light often points 
the way to life in both the spiritual and 
physical realms. A striking illustration 
of this was seen in a dispatch from 
George Weller, “somewhere in Aus- 
tralia” (Evening Bulletin, Philadelphia), 
describing a thrilling incident of the 
battle of the Java Sea. A destroyer had 
been torpedoed, and 116 men were strug- 
gling for their lives in the oil-burdened 
waters, swimming about and clinging to 
rafts. Their cries for help were answered 
by return cries from three cruisers, 
“but only some unknown friendly hand 
aboard the Houston had the quickness of 
mind to throw them the illuminated life 
preserver. It was the light attached to 
it that guided a British destroyer to their 
rescue.” “Regulation American Navy life 
belts, with a floating light attached, 
tossed’ overboard from the cruiser 
Houston,” were the means that saved 
the lives of these men. They not only 
supported them in the dark, troubled 
waters, but led to their final safety. 
What a vivid picture of the grace and 
mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ! “In 
him was life; and the life was the light 
of men. And the light shineth in dark- 
ness; and the darkness comprehended it 
not” (John 1:4, 5). He is the light of 
the world, and He gives life to all who 
believe in Him. He, with His almighty 







Our world is shrinking. Every time a faster plane is built or ims 
provements made in communications, or a crisis threatens another nation, 
the world outside our own borders is brought closer to us. 


Africa is a big part of 

that world. 

Today, what affects an African 
politically, socially, economically 
and spiritually affects us in 
America. 

As Americans we have a stake 
in Africa. As Christians we have 
@ for greater stake in Africa. In 
jeopardy is the destiny of the 
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almost 190,000,000 souls in Africa who 
have no knowledge of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

The Pocket Testament League Africa Cam- 
paign is taking the Gospel to thousands 
upon thousands of Africans for the first time. 

You have o stake in this campaign. You 
can have an active part in it through the 
prayerful support of the Pocket Testament 
league. 
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156 Fifth Avenue, New York 10, N. Y. 
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power, upholds His own amid the trou- 
bles of this world, and when their 
earthly voyage is done, He gathers them 
safely to Himself in Heaven.—From 
The Sunday School Times. Sent by 
Mrs. A. E. Janzen, Hillsboro, Kans. 


None So Blind.—The darkness com- 
prehended it not (John 1:5). One day 
I gave my son some instructions as to 
how I wanted a certain thing done. 
Thinking I had made it very plain, I 
said, “Now do you understand?” . And 
to my amazement he replied, “No!” Then 
when I asked him, “Why not?” he said, 
“Because I don’t want to.”. Isn’t that 
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too often the case with many people 
who say, “Well, I just can’t see it that 
way”? Perhaps the real truth of the 
matter is that they don’t want to— 
From “Sermonbuilders,” 4n Moody 
Monthly. Sent by Grace Robinson, 
Topeka, Kans. 


That Convincing Fifty-third Chapter. 
—But as many as received him, to them 
gave he power to become the sons of 
God, even to them that believe on his 
name (John 1:12). I was traveling 
some years ago with one of the most 
eminent Jews of our time, the late Dr. 
Cappadose of Amsterdam. He said to 





flov God soloved the world, 
that he gave his only begotten son, 
that whosoever attaiads inhim 

should not perish, but have 


everlasting life. 
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yh — and will continue so to be until the coming again of this same 
| Lord Jesus to earth. 
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me, “Would you like to know how I 
became a Christian?” “I should, very 
much,” I replied. He said, “I was read- 
ing my Hebrew Old Testament, and I 
came to the Fifty-third chapter of Isa- 
iah. I had read it before, but this time 
my eyes seemed opened. I began to think 
it was the New Testament I had gotten 
hold of by mistake. I turned the back 
of it toward me to make sure it was my 
own Bible. As I read it again and 
again, I saw what I had never seen be- 
fore—sin laid on another. And who 
could it be but the Lord Jesus? The 
end of that was that I became a Chris- 
tian without the New Testament at all!” 
—From Dr. J. H. Wilson, quoted in the 
Illustrator. Sent by Albert Mygatt, Az- 
tell, Kans, 


Nothing Less Will Satisfy.—John bare 
witness of him (John 1:15). The pastor 
preached upon a political issue. I, was 
sorry, not merely because I could not 
accept his conclusions, but also because 
of the opportunity he had missed. A 
crowded congregation had met, weary 
of a week’s disturbing headlines, to 
hear a word of peace and tomfort and 
inspiration from the Bible. They had 
too much of politics; their souls were 
hungry for a morsel of God’s eternal 
truth. -All the preachers who discuss 
“timely topics” overlook this basic de- 
sire of worshipers for more truth about 
God. They want to have their tired 
hearts refreshed by the Word of grace. 
They would get a fresh glimpse of 
Jesus. Nothing less will satisfy them. 
—From Dr. William T. Ellis, in the 
Christian Herald. Sent by the Rev. W. 
P. Shelley, Sunbury, Pa. 


yw 
This Week's Questions Answered 


(The questions are on page 979) 

1. The Word (John 1:1, 14; 1 John 
a: 9). 

2. They believe that the ideas ex- 
pressed in this Gospel belong to the sec- 
ond century. 

3. In the form of God (v. 1; see Phil. 
2:6). 

4. Creation (v. 3). 

5. He is their light (vs. 4, 9). 

6. He was a witness (vs. 7, 15, 19). 

7. The conflict with darkness (v. 5), 
the world knowing Him not (v. 10), 
and His own people receiving Him not 
(v. 11). 

8. Grace and truth (v. 14). 

9. The new birth (v. 13). 

10. In Him alone is God seen (v. 18). 

ELMuurstT, ILL. 

we 

Please pray for the contributors and 
staff of The Sunday School Times, for 
its readers; and for God’s, blessing on 
the contents of the paper. 
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Children at Home 
Little Hands 


By Royala Ross 
ANET was sitting with the other 

’ children around the low, bright red 
tables in the schoolroom. She could 
hardly sit still in her pretty little yel- 
low chair, because Miss Mason had just 
told them, “I have a surprise for you 
this morning!” 

All the children were wondering 
what it could be. Maybe it had some- 
thing to do with Christmas. Janet knew 
Santa would be coming soon, because 
she had seen the jolly old fellow in a 
store. And the schoolroom was deco- 
rated with green branches, and cutouts 
of Christmas trees, and Santa Claus 
faces. 

Besides, you could just feel Christ- 
mas in the air, said Janet to herself. 

Miss Mason looked all smiley, and her 
blue eyes were crinkled at the corners. 
She put a small paper plate in front of 
each child. 

“Oh, boy, 
Billy. 

“No,” said Miss Mason, “what I put 
on your plate is not to eat. It is plaster 
of Paris, and we are going to use it to 
make presents for you to give your 
parents for Christmas.” 

“My Dad wants golf clubs for Christ- 
mas,” said Donnie. 

“He will like this present more than 
golf clubs,” promised Miss Mason. 

Janet was very pleased that she could 
make a present for her Mommy and 
Daddy. 

“Christmas is a time to show our love 
for each other,” Miss Mason went on. 
“‘God so loved the world, that he 
gave his only begotten Son.’ That was 
the very first Christmas gift to all the 
world. The next gift was when the 
Wise Men gave gifts to the Baby Jesus. 
Then when Jesus gave His life for us, 
that was the greatest gift of all.” 

Miss Mason then mixed the white 
powder with water to form a smooth 
paste. She poured some in each of the 
paper plates. 

“We must work fast,” she explained, 
“before it hardens. You are each going 
to make a print of your hand in the 
plaster.” 

So they all spread their fingers, and 
laid their hands very carefully in the 
soft, wet plaster. -When they raised 
them up, sure enough, there'!was the 
exact image of each little hand. 

Then all the plates were set on the 
work table, for the plaster to get hard. 

Next day, Miss Mason gave the chil- 
dren some poster paints and let them 
paint a pretty border around the rim 
of their plates. Janet chose red and 
green for her border. 

After the paints were dry, Miss Ma- 





refreshments!” exclaimed 
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son punched a little hole in the top, 
and put in a loop of ribbon, so the 
plates could be hung on the -wall. 

It made Janet very proud to carry 
her gift home, and Mommy and Daddy 
were happy to receive such a fine gift. 

Daddy gave her a big hug. 

Mommy kissed her, and said, “I will 
always keep it, to remember how your 
hands looked when you were a little 
girl.” Then she hung the hand print 
on her bedroom wall. 


Bovu.LpeR CREEK, CALIF. 
wy 


A Desert Prowler 
By Wade C. Smith 


HAVE a brother who has been a 

missionary to the Navajo Indians in 
Arizona for the past thirty-five years. 
Hi¢ name is the Rev. Hugh D. (Shine) 
Smith, the “Shine” having been given 
to him by the Navajos, and they do not 
know him by any other name. ‘He lives 
alone in a trailer, in which he cruises 
from place to place among the hogans 
and trading posts. The trailer also 
serves for a study and reception room 
where the Indians come for counsel and 
advice concerning their problems, do- 
mestic and otherwise. He has made 
several trips to Washington to plead 
with the Interior Department for their 
rights and needs. 

For the past ten years he has held 
an annual Christmas party for the In- 
dians, beginning with an attendance of 
several hundred and growing each year, 
until, last Ghristmas, over six thousand 
were in attendance, He is expecting seven 
thousand this year. There is a big feast 
on butchered and barbecued sheep and 
beef, and a present for every child; also 
a wool blanket for every family. The 
blankets are contributed by manufac- 
turers in Chicago and elsewhere, whose 
interest has been enlisted. During the 
years information about this party has 
gotten around to many Indian lovers 
in the United States. Packages of all 
kinds of goods, and money, begin arriv- 
ing at Flagstaff in the fall, and several 
warehouses are required to store them 
until time for distribution. 

His ministry is both wholesale and 
personal. One night, in zero tempera- 
ture On the mountain, he stripped off 
all the burnable parts of his Ford car 
to make a fire that saved a little Indian 
girl from freezing. He then made use 
of the engine and chassis to get her to 
the hospital where she was nursed to 
health. Once or twice he has per- 
formed a marriage ceremony in a plane 
soaring over the Grand Canyon. His 
Indians wanted it that way. All this 
is in keeping with 'Paul’s plan of being 
“all things to all men, that I might by 
all means save some.” 

But his latest episode is what prompts 
me to write this little sketch about 
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“Shine.” A letter received from him 
this morning reads a8 follows: 


Well, yesterday an Indian baby was 
born in my car while I was going 
sixty miles an hour. I heard a baby’s 
cry back there, and, knowing there 
was no baby in the car when I left, 
I slowed up to a . At the same 
time I discovered I had a flat tire. 
Troubles never come singly; if it 
isn’t twins, something else comes with 
it. There was a woman traveling in 
a car behind and, when she drew up 
and saw the situation, she went back 
and brought out some of her own 
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baby’s clothes, saying she had had a 
baby once in an elevator and knew how 
bad these things were needed under 
the circumstances. As soon as I got 
the tire mended, I thought, of course, 
the parents of the new baby would 
want to go right on to the hospital. 
But I don’t know Indians yet. They 
said, “No! Let’s go back to our hogan.” 

So I turned round and took them 
back fifteen miles to their hogan. They 
even twitted me on the way back, 
saying the baby just didn’t want to 
be born in a white man’s hospital, 
and when they began planning a 
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missionaries must have thor- 
ough, comprehensive Bible 
Training to equip them for 
effective service. Bankers, 
stenographers, housewives and 
people in all walks of life also 
need Bible Training to live 
successful Christian lives. We 
cannot know God or His plans 
and purposes for us without a 
knowledge of His Word. It is 
the key to purposeful, fruitful, 
happy living. 
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get the Bible Training you 
need at Philadelphia Bible 
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Bible Training courses tai- 
lored to meet your individual 
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Complete 3-year course at colle- 
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toward full-time service. 
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name for the Baby I suggested they 
name her “Highway 89. 

One lesson I got as I looked at that 
tiny infant, swaddled in a stranger's 
wrappings, was: Wouldn't it be won- 
derful if all that life could be devoted 
only to the. Great Spirit, forsaking all 
the many foolish detours—just looking 
to Him for every thought and move- 
ment! 


WEAVERVILLE, N. C. 


w 
The Ladder From Heaven 


(Continued from page 972) 


unto himself a true body and a reason- 
able soul, being conceived by the Holy 
Spirit in the womb of the virgin Mary, 
and born of her, yet without sin.” With- 
out a frue human nature our Ladder 
could not reach down to earth where 
we sinful men live, and struggle, and 
die. God promised to Adam and Eve 
that the “seed of the woman” should 
overcome the serpent. This promise 
was fulfilled literally in the virgin birth 
of our. Lord, who was born without a 
human father. This great event was 
prophesied by Isaiah: “Behold, a vir- 
gin shall conceive, and bear a son, and 
Shall call his name Immanuel” (Isa. 
7:14). And Micah prophesied of this 
event: “But, thou, Bethlehem Ephra- 
thah, which art little to be among the 
thousands of Judah, out of thee shall 
one come forth unto me that is to be 
ruler in Israel; whose goings forth are 
from of old, from everlasting. There- 
fore will he give them up, until the 
time that she who travaileth hath 
brought forth: then the residue of his 
brethren shall return unto the children 
of Israel. And he shall stand, and* feed 
his flock in the strength of Jehovah, in 
the majesty of Jehovah his God: and 
they shall abide; for now shall he be 
great unto the ends of the earth. And 
this man shall be our peace” (Micah 
§:2-5, A.'S.V.). “And Mary said unto 
the angel, How shall this be, seeing I 
know not a man? And the angel an- 
Swered and said unto her, The Holy 
Spirit shall come upon thee, and the 
power of the Most High shall over- 
shadow thee: wherefore also the holy 
thing which is begotten shal] be called 
the Son of God” (Luke 1:34, 35, A.S.V.). 


Runc II: His Hoty Lire 


The virgin birth of Christ was the 
basis of His sinless life. The heathen 
myths contain stories of virgin births, 
but in none of them is virgin birth 
made the basis of a holy and sinless 
life. Herein the Bible record of Christ’s 
virgin birth is utterly unique and dif- 
ferent. A sinless life in a sinful world 
is as great a moral miracle as a virgin 
birth is in the physical world. And our 
Lord claimed to be holy and sinless. To 
the Jews He threw down this challenge, 
“Which of you convicteth me of sin?” 
(John 8:46, AS.V.) “The prince of 

















Lesson for December 23 


this world cometh, and hath nothing in 
me” (John 14:30). Pilate “went out 
again unto the Jews, and saith unto 
them, I find no erime in him” (John 
18:38, A.S.V.). The Apostle John, who 
knew -him most intimately, said, “And 
ye know that he was manifested to take 
away sins; and in him is no sin” (1 
John 3:5, AS.V.). “For such a high 
priest became us, holy, guileless, unde- 
filed, separated from sinners, and made 
higher than the heavens” (Heb. 7:26, 
A.S.V.). 


Runc III: His WoNnDERFUL TEACHINGS 


At the end of the Sermon on the 
Mount we have this record: “And it 
came to pass, when Jesus had finished 
these words, the multitudes were aston- 
ished at his teaching: for he taught 
them as one having authority, and not 
as their scribes” (Matt. 7:28, 29, A.S.V.). 
Those who went to arrest Jesus, when 
asked why they did not bring Him, an- 
swered, “Never man so spake” (John 
7:46, A.S.V.). Even when a lad of only 
twelve years He astounded the learned 
men in the Temple, who “were amazed 
at his understanding and his answers” 
(Luke 2:47, A.S.V.). Of His own words 
He said, “The words that I have spoken 
unto you are spirit, and are life” (John 
6:63, A.S.V.). All fulfilled the proph- 
ecy of Isaiah, who said that He would 
be called “Wonderful, Counsellor” (Isa. 
9:6). 

(To be continued) 


A Meditation on Bethlehem 
(Continued from page 975) 


but who will return wearing the royal 
diadem, crowned “with many crowns,” 


and who will rule over a renewed crea-" 


tion. 

Yes, come and remember Bethlehem, 
the House of Bread, and feed upon 
God’s Word and hide its treasures in 
your heart and mind, day by day, and 
find in Christ the Lord, your all in all! 

PHILADELPHIA. 
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With the New Books 


Except as noted, these books may be 
ordered through the Times Book 
Service, 18th and Arch Sts., Phila- 
delphia 3. With each order of less 
than $3, please include 15 cents addi- 
tional; and with each order of-$3 or 
over, please include 5 per cent addi- 
tional for postage and handling costs. 








Christmas. An American Annual of 
Christmas Literature and Art. Edited 
by Randolph E. Haugan. (Augsburg 
Pub. Houge, Minneapolis 15; paper, 
$1.25; cloth, $3.) Another exquisite por- 
trayal of Christmas—first, of course, and 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


most important, is the Christmas Gos- 
pel, colorfully illustrated. The Christ- 
mas articles and stories are on such 
subjects as The City of David Which Is 
Called Bethlehem; Christmas in Austria, 
Sweden, and England; Pennsylvania 
Dutch “Christmas; Christmas in the 
White House, with many very quaint 
and interesting anecdotes of our Presi- 
dents and their families; and there is 
another inimitable picture story by Lee 
Mero—“Christmas Is for Remembrance.” 
An unusually fine selection of Christ- 
mas poetry, music, and art by well- 
known illustrators will more than sat- 
isfy old friends of the Annual; others 
will find that this year’s edition is just 
what they will want to send to choice 
friends. A large, attractive envelope is 
provided for mailing. 


What Does the Bible Say? By Dr. 
Frend I. Johnson. (Vantage Press, Inc., 
New York 1; $3.75.) To answer the ques- 
tion in the title, the author has grouped 
Bible verses under six hundred subject- 
headings. Many of the verses are put 
in modern English. The subjects cover 
mostly practical Christian living such 
as “Honesty,” “Capital and Labor,” and 
“Creditors.” Doctrines are not neg- 
lected, however, and those that are in- 
cluded teach the fundamentals of the 
faith. Curiously the heading, “Millen- 
nium,” stands over verses that teach 
Christ’s coming but have no reference 
to an earthly reign. 


The Book of Ezekiel. An Exposition. 


By Charles R. Erdman. (Fleming H. 
Revell Co., Westwood, N. J., $2.) On 
one occasion, a Bible teacher was 


vividly describing the wonderful reve- 
lations of the Book of Ezekiel. He re- 
marked that Ezekiel must be very 
proud of the book that God had given 
him, and intimated that the prophet 
might ask us what we thought of his 
book when we get to Heaven. One man 
in the audience hurried homé and be- 
gan a diligent study of the book be- 
cause he did not want to be embarrassed 
by the prophet. Dr. Erdman in his 
search for truth will be of help to you 
in your study of this very difficult book. 
He has evidently put hard work into 
this exposition and does not hesitate to 
seek the meaning of its most obscure 
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UNGLE INDIANS NEED CHRIST 
; Inland tribes of South 


America, some wild 
and hostile, others 
semicivilized, are be- 
ing reached by our 
more than 100 mis- 
sionaries and stations. 
These are living souls 
for whom Christ died. 


Many thousands yet 
unreached. 
Your prayers and aid will help. Free booklet 


covering our work in Brazil, Bolivia, Peru, and 
Colombia sent on request; also monthly magazine 
“Amazon Valley Indian.” Read of heroic labors 
that will touch your heart. Write today. 


Member of Interdenominational Foreign 
Mission Association 


SOUTH AMERICA INDIAN MISSION, Inc. 


(founded 1914) 
Rev. Joseph A. Davis, D.D., General Director 


1404 Forsythe Street 
West Palm Beach, Florida 








{ Ideal for Christmas giving! ) 


THE 
MORNING 
ALTAR 


Daily Devotions 
for the Year 


HAROLD LINDSELL 


A- book of solid soul food in short, com- 
pact devotions for every day. Each 
_ devotion poses a challenge: “The Con- 
quest of Self,” “Moods,” “The Snare of 
Riches,” “Spiritual Conceit.” Along 
with constant reference to the Word are 
quotations from such men as Whyte, 
Spurgeon, Murray, Meyer, Morgan, and 
others. This book will help all Chris- 
tians, new or mature, to grow in 
Christian experience. $2.00 











At your bookstore 
FLEMING 1. REVELL COMPANY, Publishers 
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30,000,000 people for whom Christ 





died eager: for the truth! 





Only your prayers can enable us to 
overcome the difficulties we face in 
evangelization and Gospel distribu- 
tion in Catholic-dominated Spain. 

FREE — 1 year subscription to 
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FOR ‘SALE: Lovely home near Conference 
De, —— Ly living room, 
kitchen and dinette, two car- 
port and utility room, beautifully Sodhen eo un- 
derground sprinkling system with well, lot "75 x 160. 
— for owner —_ best workmanship and materials, 
electric d refrigerator; $21,500. Write to 
George E. Saullo, Box 1025, Boca Raton, Florida. 
FOR RENT: Furnished duplex apartment on 
* Conference grounds, large livin 
room and kitchen, two bedrooms, utility rooms an 
carports separating a ents, season or year round 


rental, for details write to George E. Hamilton, -Box 
1025, Boca Raton, Florida. 








BE A BETTER SUPERINTENDENT. USE 
THE IMPROVED AND LARGER SIZE 


SUPERINTENDENT'S GUIDE FOR 1957 


® program plans for each Sunday 
* monthly outline for workers’ con- 
ference * comments on and 
home study suggestions * a prayer 
for e ay °*ruled pages for 
bendy records ¢ ten other wonderful 


Qened on Cution International 
S. S. Lessons. Not a Commentary. 


92 pages— pocket size—red flexible 
cover. 75 cents. 


Order from 
AMERICAN SUNDAY-SCHOOL UNION 
Dept. TSG 1816 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia 3, Pa. 





FRENCH LANGUAGE 


Bible Courses & Language Study 


BIBLE INSTITUTE of MONTREAL, Inc. 
P. O. Box 38, Station B Montreal, Quebec 





PROJECT 
“STAR 


for your Christmas 
Play or Pageant 





A dramatic effect is obtained by 
projecting @ brilliant white ster on wall above Christmas Tableau. 
Realistic Star of Bethlehem may be produced by using a 
PROJECT-A-STAR slide in your 35mm (2° x 2°) slide projector. 
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to any evangelical Christian minister, 
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parts. His view of God’s dealings with 
us are most satisfying. “Baffling mys- 
teries in human experience still remain, 
but it is certain in time or eternity, 
God will vindicate His justice and His 
love, and show the unfailing blessed- 
ness of those who put their trust in 
Him.” He is extremely cautious in his 
interpretation of unftlfilled prophecy. 
Perhaps he has a lesson for those who 
have gotten themselves out on a limb 
in their interpretations. The book is 
very helpful, but will not be too satis- 
fying to those who believe that if the 
literal sense makes good sense, seek no 
other sense, 


Calvin and Augustine. By B. B. War- 
field. (Presbyterian and Reformed Pub. 
Co., Philadelphia 7; $4.95.) This is the 
fourth volume in the series of reprints 
of Warfield’s works. The publishers 
have selected the leading articles from 
“Tertullian and Augustine” and “Calvin 
and Calvinism” from the Oxford edi- 
tion, and the result is historical study 
at its best. A fresh study of the two 
theologians should prove a helpful an- 
tidote to many perversions of their doc- 
trines that are prevalent today. 


Star Dust. . By Shirley Belden. 
mans, Green & Co., New York 3; $2.75.) 
Jan Norton was very undecided what 
the future had in store for her, and she 
did not know what she wanted to do, 
although she had a mother and three 
aunts who were very willing to advise 
her. She took a course of study in a 
Drama Workshop and found she had 
talent as a storyteller, which gave her 
a bit of real service in various chil- 
dren’s groups. But she definitely did 
not wish to be an actress. She could 
type, but she did not like office work. 
Her aunts advised her to marry, and 
there were three young men in the pic- 
ture, but she could not decide which 
she preferred. It is interesting, but not 
all readers will approve of the dancing 
and the place given to kissing in the 
tale. 


The Prophetic History of the Church. 
By F. W. Grant, (Loizeaux Bros., Inc., 
New York 10; $2.) This volume, a re- 
print of a 1902 edition, views church 
history as predicted by the letters to 
the seven churches in Revelation 2 and 
3. Thus, “Sardis” is a description of the 
churches of the Reformation; “Philadel- 
phia,” the half century and more prior 
to the writing of the present work. 
Writing as one of the Brethren, the 
author makes his case against creeds, 
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denominations, and the like, in ‘a lov- 
ing, tactful way. His main emphasis, 
however, is unto godliness, and there 
is a blessing here for all who read. 


The Temple and Ifs Teaching. By Ar- 
thur E. Smith. (Moody Press, Chicago 
10; $3.) The author seeks to provide for 
his readers a volume that will expound 
the spiritual significance of the Temple 
even as many writers have commented 
on the Tabernacle. He finds lessons 
not only in the furniture and arrange- 
ment of the Temple, but also in the 
ways in which it differs from the Tab- 
ernacle. He deals with the main pas- 
sages in which the Temple is men- 
tioned, and throws light on New Testa- 
ment references. While some may 
question certain interpretations or even 
the over-all emphasis on types, the book 
will serve to call attention to a neg- 
lected portion of the Scriptures. In 
every insight into the Temple, the 
author ‘endeavors to exalt the Lord of 
the Temple. 


Growing Up to Love. 
Amstutz, M.D. (Herald Press, Scottdale, 
Pa., $2.50.) “Billy is two and sharp as 
horseradish in August. His new sister 
has just been installed in her crib.” 
Thus Dr. Amstutz begins his study on 
sex education, declaring that the first 
requirement is an attitude of love and 
understanding planted-in the young 
child’s mind. The second factor is for 
parents to rid themselves of hush-hush 
sentiments and take on, instead, a re- 
spect for the truth and for the child who 
should know that truth. This is begun 
by giving body parts dictionary names. 
As the child grows old enough to ask 
questions, he can then be answered 
without embarrassment and at the same 
time safeguarded from sex talk outside 
the family. As time passes, parents are 
urged to keep ahead of pals and the 
gang in explaining such words as mas- 
turbation, contraceptives, prostitution, 
and homosexuality, and to show clearly 
why one may not learn “life” by exper- 
imentation. The climax is the happy 
Christian home with a steady diet of 
love, which is the only right backe- 
ground for a satisfying sex life. Dr. 
Amstutz treats the oft-tabooed subject 
very plainly but with dignity and re- 
spect for that God-given drive toward 
wholeness and self-giving. 


Bible Quizzes and Questions. By W. 
Burgess McCreary. (The Warner Press, 
Anderson, Ind., 65 cents, paper.) In 
this handy pocket-size book of almost a 
hundred pages is packed, in very in- 
teresting and attractive form, a veritable 
wealth of Bible information. There are 
challenging quizzes on Bible facts, such 
as: “What’s My Name?” “Who Am I?” 
and “Where Did I Come From?” “In 
Which Book?” “Finish the Names,” and 
“What Prophet Was It?” Another sec- 
tion has all questions on Bible teachings, 
while the last section consists of five 
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“Search Questions” on each of the books 
% the Old Testament and the New. The 
work, compiled by experienced Sunday 
school teacher and Bible lover, is en- 
tertaining and informing, and could 
bring profit and pleasure to young 
people’s meetings, home and social gath- 
erings, church groups, or to one who 
wishes to use it for personal perusal. 


Your Vacation Church School. By 
Arlene S. Hall. (The Warner Press, An- 
derson, Ind,, 75 cents, paper.) What a 
Vacation Church School is, and its vari- 
ous activities, is well set forth in this 
attractive little manual. It gives all the 
details for a beginner in the work, and 
inspiration and suggestion for the most 
experienced. Careful planning is an 
important part, and here is full guid- 
ance for this. “Getting Ready To Work” 
tells how to arrange meetings for fel- 
lowship and planning, and how to get 
together the staff and train them for 
their special part. Materials needed are 
listed, and a daily program provided. 


My Sermon Notes. By Charles H. 
Spurgeon. (Fleming H. Revell Co., 
Westwood, N. J., $4.95.) These are more 
than mere outlines of discourses deliv- 
ered at the Metropolitan Tabernacle in 
London by the great Baptist preacher, 
whose writings are quoted as often as 
those of Hudson Taylor and George 
Mueller. The plan followed in each of 
these 264 outlines is generally the 
same: a pithy, introductory paragraph; 
several main headings, with subdivi- 
sions and brief comments; and a short 
section giving appropriate illustrations, 


quotations from other writers, and 
C. H. S.’s own comments, variously en- 
titled “Enlargements,” “Stories and 
Brevities,” “Nails,” “Sunbeams,” etc. 


They are divided into four parts, two 
in the Old and two in the New Testa- 
ment, and indexed by texts. 

The preface is a fine little essay, in 
Spurgeon’s own luminous style, on the 
purpose and use of these Notes. He 
wanted them to help not only full-time 
ministers, but those called “lay-breth- 
ren by those who believe in a special 
priesthood; I can only say that what- 
ever they are called they are among 
the right honorables of the pulpit... . 
I have prepared these frameworks, not 
to encourage indolence, but to help be- 
wildered industry; and I hope that I 
have not written so much as to enable 
any man to preach without thought, 
nor so little as to leave a weary mind 
without help. . . . The preachers who 
can entirely dispense with notes must 
be few; but, if their preaching is up 
to the mark, they are happy men... . 
The most of us need to carry a staff, 
even if we do not often lean upon it. 
The perfectly able man requires nothing 
of the kind. I am not one of these first- 
class brethren; ‘with my staff have I 
crossed this Jordan,’ and I hereby lend 
it to any who feel that they can pur- 
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sue their journey by its aid.” Of the 
quotations and stories he says, “An 
anecdote or*illustration throws a little 
color into a discourse and wins atten- 
tion; but the ones for whom this book 
is mainly meant do not know where to 
find the anecdote or simile, and are as 
much in need of help in this direction 
as in the division of the subject... . 
As we pour a little water down a pump 
to help it to draw up a stream from 
below, so may ‘My Sermon Notes’ re- 
fresh many a jaded mind, and then set 
it working so as to develop its own re- 
sources. May the Holy Spirit use these 
outlines for the help of His busy serv- 
ants.” 

Not only will these copious outlines, 
covering four or five pages each, be an 
excellent example and strong stimulus 
to ministers, but they provide thought- 
provoking reading for anyone who loves 
his Bible. Any one can be read in 
from five to ten minutes and wherever 
one opens the book he is almost sure to 
find conviction, comfort, or encourage- 
ment. This is a valuable reference book 
for evangelists, pastors, Sunday school 
and Bible institute teachers. 


Not Ashamed. By V. Raymond Ed- 
man. (Scripture Press, Wheaton, IIl., 75 
cents.) Another attractive little book 
filled with comfort for Christians has 
come from the fertile pen of the presi- 
dent of Wheaton College. Having stiff, 
blue, art board covers and plastic ring 
binding, it easily fits the pocket or 
handbag and makes a pleasant travel- 
ing companion. Or it can be kept on a 
bedside table to cheer and quiet the 
heart just before sleep, or for lonely 
moments in time of illness. It can also 
be used as a companién to the Bible 
in daily devotions, 

The theme is that trust in Christ as 
Saviour and then in God as our 
Heavenly Father will keep us from be- 
ing ashamed. Taking texts scattered 
through the Bible from Genesis 2:25 to 
1 John 2:28, Dr. Edman gives short 
meditations on each one. These are 
marked by his characteristic allitera- 
tion, which often helps to fix the 
thought, and they radiate his cheerful- 
ness, hope, and buoyant faith in God. 
Interspersed through the brief essays 
are helpful, Christian poems by Kath- 
ryn L. Hollingsworth. There are sixty- 
four pages, on each of which there is 
one meditation or poem. This is sim- 
ilar to two others of Dr. Edman’s books: 
“In Quietness and Confidence” and 
“Great Is Thy Faithfulness.” 


Luke the Physician. By William M. 
Ramsay. (Baker Book House, Grand 
Rapids 6, Mich., $4.50.) Sir William 
Ramsay devoted his life to the study of 
Biblical backgrounds, and this book, of 
which this edition is a reprint and part 
of the Baker Reprint Library, as a re- 
sult throws much light on many New 
Testament puzzles. With reverence for 
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the Bible and scholarly care in examin- 
ing his facts, he shows how the data of 
history acquit the Scriptures of the 
charge of inaccuracy. As to particular 
points, he argues for the Lucan author- 
ship of Acts, and the Pauline influence 
on, but not the Pauline authorship of, 
Hebrews. He investigates the vexing 
problem of the relation of the Synop- 
tists to each other and to sources. He 
uses archaeology and secular history to 
suggest solutions to problems of chron- 
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ology. This work is a valuable aid to 
pastors and Sunday school teachers. It 
is difficult reading in spots, but reward- 
ing withal. 


Effective Bible Study. By Howard 
Vos. (Zondervan Pub. House, Grand 
Rapids 6, Mich., $3.50.) There is no 
dearth of books encouraging the Chris- 
tian to study the Word. But when an 
earnest believer asks, “How can I learn 
real methods of Bible study?” there is 
no overabundance of materials to be put 
at his disposal. Mr. Vos’s book is a 
real contribution in this field. He deals 
in detail with a great number of prac- 
tical ways of studying the Book. He 
is not content to exhort his readers to 
Bible study; he shows them how to go 
about it. Besides describing each 
method, he gives examples of its use, 
and, as a result, the reader is not left 
with a beautiful theory, but is rather 
shown the way Bible study can be done 
in everyday experience. Not all of the 
methods suggested will be of equal 
value for every reader. Some of them 
would be of interest chiefly to those 
who want to specialize in one phase or 
another of Scripture. But such is the 
variety of approaches offered here that 
any Christian, in any stage of his spir- 
itual experience, is likely to find that 
which will be helpful in his own life. 
The bibliographies are excellent, and 
should be of great assistance to anyone 
wishing to do further study in this field. 
In addition to the chapters on methods 
of study, Mr. Vos gives a commendable, 
although necessarily condensed, treat- 
ment on methods of teaching the Bible. 
The appendices of the book, dealing 
with such subjects as “Effective Outlin- 
ing” and “Filin®” are likewise very well 
done. This work represents a worthy 
contribution in an important, and some- 
what neglected, field. 


The Evangelical 
Theological Society 


HE eighth annual meeting of the 
Evangelical Theological Society will 

be held on Thursday and Friday, Decem- 
ber 27 and 28, at Westminster Theological 
Seminary, Philadelphia, The presidential 
address will be given by Dr. Roger R. 
Nicole, professor at Gordon Divinity 
School; there will be a fellowship ban- 
quet with a program to follow; and the 
reading of papers on topics of current 
Biblical and theological interest. All 
members of the E.T.S. are encouraged to 
attend and, if possible, to present papers. 
Meals and dormitory rooms will be 
available at Westminster Seminary at 
a nominal cost, and reservation should 
be made as soon as possible. Communi- 
cations may be addressed to the vice- 
president of the Society, Dr. Ned B. 
Stonehouse, Westminster Theological 
Seminary, Chestnut Hill, Philadelphia 18. 
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The Young People’s , 
Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





Sunday, December 23 


In the Light of the Star 
(Matt. 2:1-11) 
Topics are copyrighted by the International 


Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission. 


TARLIGHT is not very familiar to 

city dwellers. Even before the days 
of the bright lights that now blind 
men’s eyes to the light of the stars, city 
dwellers at night were likely to be so 
occupied with the rounds of pleasure- 
seeking and man-made diversions that 
there was little time or inclination to 
lpok at the stars. But those who lived 
in the open spaces or took occasion to 
spend time in solitary places turned 
their eyes and thoughts to the spangled 
heavens. 

pd 


Just so, today, at this Christmas sea- 
son, if we permit ourselves to become 
engulfed in the frenzied scramble of a 
commercialized Christmas season, with 
its rounds of excitement and pleasure 
and activity, we shall not have much 
time to catch the light of the Christ- 
mas star. It is when we take time to 
be alone with God and with His Word 
that we may see the wonder of the 
event that the star of Bethlehem her- 
alded so long ago. 


Herodotus speaks of the Magi, or Wise 
Men, as members of a priestly caste 
of the Medes, known as interpreters 
of dreams. The fact that these men 
that Matthew speaks of were star 
watchers would point, however, to the 
possibility that they may have been 
Chaldeans. Certainly they carefully 
observed the stars and other natural 
phenomena. Legend says that they were 
kings and even gives their names, but 
there is no Scriptural basis for such 
claims. That there were three of the 
Wise Men is assumed from the fact that 
three gifts were brought, but here 
again, this is mere conjecture. We sim- 
ply do not know how many there were. 


Whether or not these men knew the 
Old Testament prophecies such as are 
found in Numbers 24:17; Isaiah 9 and 
11; and Daniel 7, we do not know. It 
would seem, however, that if they had 
had knowledge of the Hebrew prophe- 
cies it would not have been necessary 
for them to have inquired of Herod as 
to where the King was to be born. One 
thing is certain from the record—they 
understood from their observation of a 
star that a ‘king had been born, and 
something in what they saw pointed to 
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the land of Judea as the place. But 
they needed specific information beyond 
that which their observations had given 
them. Therefore they inquired in the 
most likely place, the capital of Judea. 
we 

Whenever men are willing to heed 
and act upon the light that God gives 
them, God always sees to it that they 
receive more light. The first chapter 
of Romans makes very plain that the 
very creation speaks to men of those 
things about God that cannot be seen. 
The whole world stands guilty before 
God because, having had this witness 
from created thihgs, men have not wor- 
shiped the Creator as God, but have 
bowed down to idols made by their 
own hands. 

% 


As young Christians, fhere are doubt- 
less many things about God and about 
His Word that we do not fully under- 
stand. But when we are ready to ac- 
cept and act upon those things that we 
do understand, God will see to it that 
our knowledge of Him and of His Word 
will increase. The Wise Men journeyed 
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in spite of many dangers and incon- 
venierices and the expenditure of many 
months of time to the place where they 
understood the King would be. They 
left no stone unturned in their inquiries 
as to the exact place where they might 
find him, and they persisted until they 
found the King that they sought. They 
were not satisfied merely to learn about 
His lineage or to speculate as to what 
kind of reign He might enjoy. Their 
concern was to find the King, and when 
they found Him they bowed in joyful 
worship before Him and presented their 
gifts. 
ve 

Are you journeying in the light of the 
star? That light is all about you—in the 
land in which you live, in the home cre- 
ated by God-fearing parents, in your 
church, if it stands true to the Gospel, 
and in the written Word. Are you 
seeking, day by day, to know more and 
more about the Lord Jesus so that you 
may worship Him more completely and 
present to Him the gifts that He ex- 
pects of you, a contrite heart and a 
disposition to do His will above every- 
thing else? 

PHILADELPHIA. 
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For Family Worship | 


By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 





Daily Bible Readings on the International 
Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


December 17 to 23 
Mon.—Isaiah 7:10-17. Immanuel. 


PraYER SuccEsTions: “Behold, a virgin 
shall conceive, and bear a son, and shall 
call his name Immanuel.” The name, 
Immanuel, describes Christ’s divine 
character and attributes. The hint of 
the coming Immanuel, given to Isaiah, 
the prophet, foreshadowed the coming 
of our Redeemer. What glories gather 
round the head of the Son of God and 
Son of the Virgin! As Simeon said: 
“Behold, this child is set for the fall 
and rising again of many in Israel; and 
for a sign which shall be spoken 
against; (yea, a sword shall pierce 
through thy own soul also,) that the 
thoughts of many hearts may be re- 
vealed” (Luke 2:34, 35). His name, Im- 
manuel, interpreted is, “God with us” 
(Matt. 1:23). Pray for all medical mis- 
sionaries. 


Tues.—Micah 5:2-5. Out of Bethlehem. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “But thou, Beth- 
lehem Ephratah, though thou be little 
among the thousands of Judah, yet 
out of thee shall he come forth unto 
me that is to be ruler in Israel; 
whose goings forth have been from 
of old, from everlasting.” God the 
Father here speaks of His Son in 
the strongest affirmations of His di- 
vine nature, and His manifestation in 
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flesh in this world for our salvation, 
Pinpointing the visitation at Bethlehem, 
seven hundred years before it occurred, 
is a most amazing prediction, which 
only God could announce aforetime as 
to time, place, and event. Pray for all 
Christian nurses in missionary service. 


Wed.—Malachi 3:1-6. The Messenger. 
PRAYER SuGcEsTIons: “Behold, I will 
send my messenger, and he shall pre- 
pare the way before me.” The Mes- 
siah Himself revealed that His minis- 
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~ 00 YOU HAVE $300, 
$500 


or $1,000? 


This will interest YOU... 


Our field representatives meet Christian men 
and women quite frequently who are looking 
for places to invest their money. Most of them 
need a return on their savings. 


Some are considering investments in stocks. 
But because of their limited knowledge of 
stocks and bonds, they are reluctant to buy. 
Others hesitate because of market fluctua- 
tions, uncertainty of dividends, etc. 


And some tell us of disappointing experi- 
ences on their investments. 


* * * 


Without exception, all are looking for 
security ...a guarantee that they will be as- 
sured of a generous income. Something they 
can count on as long as they live ...in good 
times or bad... regardless of whether the 
stock market is up or down. 


But they’re interested in something else, 
om : e 
You should see their faces light up... 


when we tell them about the DOUBLE DIVIDENDS 
provided by Moody Annuities. When we tell 


- them that Moody Annuities assure them of a 


generous, guaranteed income as long as they 
live {up to 8%% depending on their age) 
... plus a share in the Lord’s work . . . they’re 
overjoyed! 


And when we tell them that every annuity 
is backed by all the resources of Moody Bible 
Institute, and that MBI has never-missed a 
single payment in almost 50 years... they 
are convinced that it’s the plan for them! 


WOULD YOU LIKE TO RECEIVE 
DOUBLE DIVIDENDS ON YOUR MONEY? 


We'll be happy to send you the Free booklet, DOUBLE DIVIDENDS, which 
explains the Moody Annuity Plan in detail. Contains a chart showing 
income rates for all ages, explains tax benefits and tells you all about 
the many ministries of Moody Bible Institute in which you'll have 


a share. 
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try on eakth would be preceded by a 
foreordained forerunner. “Behold 
{therefore], I will send .. .” is the rev- 
elation of the Messiah Himself; How 
well the forerunner did his appointed 
work the Gospel record declares.. Let 
us also be faithful to the trust Christ 
has committed to us by helping to pre- 
pare His way to souls about us. Pray 
for needed mission hospitals. 


Thurs.—John 1:1-18, 
The Word Became Flesh. 
PRAYER Suggestions: “The Word was 
made flesh, and dwelt among us, (and 
we beheld his glory, the glory as of the 
only begotten of the Father,) full of 
grace and truth.” God, manifest in flesh 
among men for the purpose of our sal- 
vation, constitutes the greatest miracle 
of all time. Let all the world speedily be 
told that God came down to earth, in 
the person of His Son, for man’s salva- 
tion. “Let the Redeemer’s name be 
sung in every land by every tongue.” 
Pray for Sunday schools in heathen 
lands. 


Fri.—Isaiah 9:2-7. Prince of Peace. 

PraYER SuccEsTions: “Prince of Peace.” 
Already Christ is “our peace.” Ulti- 
mately, according to promise, He will 
be the world’s tranquilizer. Now He is 
giving His Gospel of peace to mankind. 
His Gospel is being preached unto all 
the world as a witness, and He will 
surely return and set up His Kingdom of 
peace. Creation awaits that day. Blessed 
day! Blessed Prince of righteousness and 
peace! Pray for the hastening of world 
evangelization, 


Sat—Luke 2:8-14. Song of the Angels. 

Prayer Succestions: “A multitude of 
the heavenly host praising God, and 
saying, Glory to God in the highest, 
and on earth peace, good will toward 
men.” Angels from the realms of glory 
sang when God laid the foundations of 
the earth (Job 38:7), and gloriously, 
too, at the advent of our Saviour’s birth, 
but now they loudly sing in Glory of 
our Redeemer (Rev. 5:11, 12). Let all 
who know the Saviour’s love praise Him 
all the day long. Pray for missionary 
aviators. 


Sun.—Luke 2:15-20. 
Visit of the Shepherds. 
Prayer Succestions: “They came 
with haste, and found Mary, and 
Joseph, and the babe lying in a man- 
ger.” The shepherds believed the 
heavenly announcement of the Sav- 
iour’s birth. They had true faith 
which worked by love. They not 
only rejoiced in the tidings but were 
moved by it to obey the divine direc- 
tions to go and see the One whom 
angels praised. They were the first 
real believers. Like them, let us 
wonder, love, adore, and evangelize. 
Pray for missionaries working in dif- 


ficult fields, 
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